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PREF A G E. 
EVITE 5 

1 5 15 - written, 
bat the Reader may 
Lire i:; and to pre- 
ſerve, in the Records 
of Time, a Light, which once In- 
fluenced all the Schools of Philo- 
ſophy and Divinity in the Chri- 
ſtian World. It hath ſubſiſted 
like Fire under the Embers, for 


two K Teare paſt, in the 
(b 2) Lan- 


The Preface. 
Language of Sir TnouAs Monz, 
that it might receive all the Be 
which that great and guod Man's, 
nervous Way of Thinking, joins 
ed wth the preſent nervous Way 
of Writing could gire it. The late 
Wluſtrious Duxe of DR VONSHInE, 
engaged a Friend of minc to Pub. 
liſb it, wnth leave to Dedicate it ta 
His Grace. The Dux E' Death 
happening before the Undertaking, 
was the Reaſon why it did not ap- 


pear before now. Ile Gentleman 


ſo engaged, deſired Me to proſe- 
cute the Deſign, and when I con- 


ſelered the Genius of my Friend, 


who was to have undertaken it, 
when 1 reflected upon the diſtin- 
guiſhing Faculties of the Noble 
Perſonage, who di ſired to become 

© the 


Tbe Preface. 


the Patron of it; and, above all, 
when weighed, Attentively with 
in my Mind, the vaſt and pene- 
trating Capacity of an Author 
ſo univerſally Renaum d, as Sr 
Tromas Monk was, whe thong bt 
it urth the Time and Study of a 
Lord Hin ChaxckLIOR, to. 
tranſmit it doum as à bright Ex- 
ample to Poſterity ; 1 began ta 
doubt that I ſhould prove unequal te 
the Jas, but then I concluded, it 
| Kind ſhould not ſucceed, ud 

it ag only put into a, tolerable 
modern Dreſs, - which was al. 
moſt All, tha was left for Ma 


10 


TN Preface. 


The "RP wil fond this Work 
very much contracted, from tbe 
Length, avhich' it Hs in the 
Original; but though J have a- 
voided the Prolixity uſed in the 
Days f Sir Tous Monk, get 
Jam not conſcious of having omit- 
ted any material Circumſlance. | 
The preſent Way of Writing 45 fo 
ſuccinct and comprehenſive, that 
it would even Abbreviate that Hi- 
ſtory of three Words, (as /hort 
and pithy as it was,) which Ju- 
rrus Cxsan wrote to his Friend 
Amintius in Rome, of the Vide- 
xy, which he obtained, near Zela, 
over Pharnaces, the Sn of Mithri- 
dates, King of Pontus. For it 
d reduce his Veni, Vidi, you 

to 


| The Preface. 
70 an, I oveRcame. This Bre- 
vity 15 0 where. ſo finely obJerved as 
in Holy Writ. To mention but 
One out of many Inſtances, Gov 
himſelf appear'd more formidable 
to Moſes from the burning Buſh 
on Mount Horeb, by the Empha- 
tical Words, Ego fum qui fum, 
4am THAT I am; than the moſt 
voluminous Treatiſe on his Om- 


nipotence could have repreſented 
bim. 


Hor I mult ani my ſe mn for 
ſcar of runnng into the rror 
which I condemn, ,and of being 
thought too prolix and tedious in 
the very Diſcourſe, by which T 
w uld endeavour to recommend the 


manly Brevity, the comprehen- 
ave 


The Preface.” 
five Vigour -and Energy of our 
preſent Language, and ſhall there- 
fore conclude the Preface without 
more ado, that I may not detain 
* the Reader from the Work it ſelf, 
bemg fully convinced, that my own 
Sentiments ought to give place 10 
thoſe, which are ſo mach better. 
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THE 


| FOHNPICUS, 
Paixcr of Mirandula. 


WURIDIS, Daughter to 
 ConsTixTius the Em- 
perour, who was Son to 
CoNnSTANTINE the great, 
fix'd her Affections on 
MANFRED, a perſon of extraordinary 
Qualifications, and, at that time, of the 
| A Court 


[2 ] 

Court of Cos TAN TIN x her Fathers 
Brother. He, appriz'd of the Conqueſt he 
had made, endeavour'd to Confirm it by 
Improving every Occaſion of Meeting her 
in Secret; and, after they had bound each 
other by an exchange of Hearts, under the 
moſt ſolemn Vows, they withdrew (un- 
known to any body) with allthe Money and 
Jewels they were polleſs'd of; and, coming 
firſt to NAYIL ES, they took the way from 
thence to Ravena, but, their Circum- 
ſtances making it Perilious to reſt in any 
Town wel! Peopl'd, they retir'd to the place 
where Mi R AN Du 4 now ſtands; and 
where they purpos'd to ratify thoſe Affec- 
tions, in which they found their greateſt Hap- 
pinels. The Country was cover d with 
Woods and Thickets, by which they had 
the advantage of a more agreeable Solitude. 
There they Married, made a Purchaſe, and 
the Cottagers unauimouſly Elected him their 
Chief, Do they became a People, requir'd 

his 


TY 
his Protection, and were Determin'd by him 
in all Cauſes and difficulties that aroſe 


amongſt em. | 
Soon after the Eftabliſhment of his 


little Monarchy, Eu x 1 Þ 1 s, brought him 
three Sons at a birth, the firſt of which he 
calbd P1cus, the ſecond Pius, and 
the third PæpAAT Z O. This occaſion'd 6 
great Joy to the Inhabitants, that they made 
a full and free Surrender of their natural 
Right of Raling themſelves, and of all the 
Power they could put into his Hands. 

Time bringing the Emperour into 
ITAL y, all the Countries and Provinces 
ſent their reſpective Proxies to Complement 
him upon his Arival. Manrxrep ap- 
pear'd, among the reſt, in the Name of 
the People, that had Subjected themſelves to 
him. The Emperour had loſt the Remem- 
brance of his Perſon, and conferr'd the 
honour of Knighthood, with many other 


favours, upon him at his firſt appearance; 
| A Ky - For 


LE ]. 


For ſuch was his Cor: duct, and ſuch his addreſa, 
as attracted the Affections of the Emperour, 
and diſtinguiſhed him to great Advantage. 
Preſuming this might be the moſt favourable 
occaſion would that offer for the Diſcovery 
of himſelf, he fell at the Emperours feet, 
acknowledged who he was, confeſs'd his high 
Ingratitude in retiring wich his Daughter 
without his Leave or Knowledge,ingenuouſly 
related the Hiſtory of his Life, from his De- 
parture to that time, and earneſtly implor'd 
his Mercy. HisCandour wrought ſo effectual- 
ly upon the Paſſions of the Emperour, that 
he immediatly Pardon'd him, Created him 
Count and Marquis, made him a grant of a 
conſiderable Diſtrict, confirm'd his Govern- 
ment over thoſe, that had before Submitted 
to him, and gave him the BL a cx-EacLe 
for his Arms, which is the Arms of M1 & a n- 

vu A at this day. | 
Evuniy1s ſoon made her Submiſſion 


and was Reconcil'd to her Father, upon 
; which 


N 4. 
which ſne brought her three Sons to his 
Court, where they continu'd to his Death. 

O account of this triple Birth, the 
chief Town of the Province was calld Mi- 
RAND A, to which they return'd at the 
Death of the Emperour, and it is the very 
Town, that is now calld M1RanDUL A.* 

Tur Prince who furniſhes us with this 
Subject was the Son of Jo unFrancis 
P1cvus, Lineally deſcended from Pi c v g 
the eldeſt Son of MAN FAE Þ, and his Mo- 
ther, whoſe name was JuL1a, was of noble 
Extraction, and gave him Birth in the Year 
1462, when Prus the ſecond govern'd 
the Church, and FxnxDzRIcCx the third 
commanded the Empire, his Capacity prov'd 
ſo ſtrong and Beautiful, that, tho his Veins 
were Enrich'd with the Blood of Co x- 


* _ - — 


* This Story, tho doubted by ſome, is related by 
theſe rave and learned Authors, Franciſcus Pius and 
Leander Albatus. | x 


STANTINA 


[6] 


$TANTINE the great, twas the Opinion 
of the World, he return d his Anceſtors more 
Honour, than he receiv'd by his Birth. 

His Make was large, his Shape very 
good, his Complexion fair and ruddy, his 
Eyes grey, clear and quick, his Teeth 
White and even, and his Hair yellow, bear- 
ing an eaſy Curle. 

IPass uus he might be very Young 
at the Death of his Father, for his Mother 
Had the care of his Education and fix d him 

ſo early in the Schools that he became an 
excellent Humaniſt in his twelfth Year, and 
was number'd with the moſt eminent Poets 
and Orators of his time. 

*T w a $ obſery'd, at his firſt appearance 
in the Schools, that his Fancy was Gay and 
Bright, his Wit ſtrong and ready, and he 
Had a Richneſs of Memory that had hardly 
been enjoy d before him; For it was obſery'd, 
that, what he had but once heard, he would 
Repeat forward and backward without miſ- 

taking 


C9.) 

taking the leaft Sylable; and it was peculiar 
to him, never to loſe, what he had obtain'd, 
tho' but once Reading, or hearing a thing 

made it his own. ' 
I x his fourteenth Year he winnie 
the Canon Law ; in his fixteenth he Con- 
tracted a large Book of the Decretals into a 
ſmall Volume, which contain'd the Senſe of 
the whole, and was Publiſh'd with a yaſt 
Applauſe, and eſteem'd the beſt thing, in 
its. way, that had been deliver'd to the 
World, He ſoon paſs d his Philoſophy, 
acquir d the Character of the greateſt Phi- 
loſopher of his time, and was every where 
eſteem'd the Miracle of Mankind. Sa 
H Collected the Works of the moſt 
eminent Men and viſited all the Univerſities, 
of conſideration, in Fx AN and IrTATL x. 
Hearriv'd to great Perfection in Moral and 
Poſitive Divinity, and before he was twenty, 
went to ROM, where he advanc'd goo 
Propoſitions, in Philoſophy and Divinity, 
which 


11 
which he had gather'd from the moſt emi- 
nent of the LATIN, GR tex, HEINE. 
CuAL DEAN and An AEBTIAN Authors; 
and offer'd to bear the whole Expenſe of 
ſuch as would come to Diſpute with him, / 
tho? it were from the moſt diſtant Nations. 
Tus piece of Arogance made him ſo 
many Enemies, that he could not bring the 
Deſign to bear in the twelve Months that he 
reſided there ; beſides, the Apprehenſions 
among the moſt conſiderable Men of the 
Schools, of his eclipſing their Glory, occa- 
ſrow'd great Oppoſition, for they Labour'd in- 
ceſſantly to render his univerſal Chalenge 
Abortive. | 
H 1 s Enemies were joyn'd by ſome igno- 
rant Men, that reputed him an introducer of 
Novelties, but, to theic great confuſion, he 
obtain'd the Approbation of many of the 
moſt learned Divines, to the points, on which 
their Acculations were founded ; and, in 
twenty Days, he compos'd a Diſcourſe, in 
| his 


£2 


his own Vindication, that prov'd his Con- 
cluſions juſt, and expoſed the Ignorance and 
Temerity of his Accuſers, which, with the 
reſt of his Works, he brought to the Tri- 
bunal of the Church, and had her Ap- 
probation, as' is evidenc'd by a Bull of 
ALEXANDER the Sixth. 

His Book of Queſtions, being above 
the common Capacity, the unlearn'd were 
not allow'd the reading of it, that their Igno- 
rance might not lead them into Miſtakes, to 
the prejudice of the publick Peace, and 
Impediment of their Salvation. 

\Trvs, when he thought of extend- 
iag his Fame to all the Ends of the 
Earth, he found it a Work of great Dif- 
ficulty to maintain the Credit he had be- 
fore acquir'd in his own Country. This 
Repulſe plac'd his Vanity in it's proper 
Light, for he ſaw it and was aſham'd; 


and told- a Nephew of his, that the Re- 
ports, which were rais'd to his Diſadvan- 
B tage, 


[ 10 ] 
tage, were permitted to point out his 
Miſtake, and bring him under his on 
Correction. 2 
H x indulg'd his Paſſions with the uſe 
of Women, | before this Diſapointment, 
but dedicated the reſt of his Days to the 
Service of God, and refrain'd from the 
Liberties be bad taken before. | 

His Auſterity of Life, with the Fi- 
gure he made among the Learned, gave 
him a Reputation that brought the moſt 
eminently Good and Learned to him as 
to a School of Virtue and Litterature, 
where ſome propos'd Queſtions of the 
greateſt difficulty in Divinity and Philo- 
lophy, and others asking WHAT Tur x 
Su OUD Do To BS SAV, were 
inſtructed in the Rudiments of holy Liv- 
ws. All imbrac'd his Precepts, and ad- 
mird, not only his Wiſdom and Learn- 
ing, but his | thorough Converſion to ſo 
true a Senſe of his Cu n IS TIAN Duty, 

He 


[17 ] 
He deftroy'da juvenile Work of his own, 
to prevent the Miſchief it might do to 
thoſe, that ſhould have the Reading it; 
it having been the Fuel of a Paſſion, that 
engag'd him in a laſting Courſe of Sin. 
His time was given to the Sacred Writ- 
mgs, whence he drew many valuable 
Treatiſes, which are ſtil) extant, Evidenc- 
ing his Piety, and profound Erudition. 
His Reading and Remarks were vaſtly 

more extenſive', than could be expected | 
from ſo ſhort a Life; for it was the ge- 
neral Opinion, that he had a greater Know- 
ledge of the Fathers, than any of his 
time, who had given more Years, than he 
had liv'd, to the Reading them. He was 
very well acquainted with every Syſtem 
of Divinity, but gave . Thomas's 
the firſt place in his Efteem, and always 
term'd that Ax AI Doftor a Su RR 
PILLaR Or TRUru. He had a 
great Averſion to all publick Diſputes, 

B 2 ſup- 


Wy 
ſuppoſing they contributed more to the 
Vanity of Schoolmen, than the Uſe and 
Benefit of Scholars; as appear d in his Be- 
haviour to HzxceuLEs ESTIII816 
Duke of FzR 4 R 4, a Perſon, for whom 
he had a particular Affection; for when 
the Duke ſent to him, in the moſt preſ- 
fing Terms, for his Afiſtance, in a general 
Chapter of the Frxanciscans at 
FrxkaR 4, he declin'd it; but the Duke 
coming afterwards in Perſon, reſolving to 
admit of no Denial, or break Friendſhip, 
Pic vs complied, and, after he had ſpoken 

in the Chapter, the Aſſembly was fſur- 
priz d to ſee the Strength and Clearneſs 
of his Reaſonings, the Maturity of his Judg- 
ment, and the vaſt Extent of his Learning, 
With his uſual Candor, he told thoſe of 
the Aſſembly, that the Quibbling he had 
obſery'd in ſome of 'em was beneath the 
Dignity of PuII OSO Y Hur, and oughr 
not to appear but in Lo HANS: and 
that 


(13 ] 

that ſuch as aſſembled not in the ſearch 
of Truth were ignorant of the End for 
which they Aſſembled. He acknowledg'd 
himſelf greatly difappointed in the Breach 
of Charity he ſaw'amongft em, occaſion'd 
by the unmannerly Rebukes he was the 
Witneſs of. He alſo ſaid that Cavils, 
and Sophiſtical Arguments, ſerv'd. only for 
the bafling Men of better Learning, who 
were wiſely ignorant of thoſe Trifles; 
and added, that he found ſome of em 
very good Humaniſts and no Philoſo- 
phers ; others acquainted with the Philo- 
ſophy of the Ancients and altogether jg- 
norant of the Modern; and ſome, that 
were great Humaniſts, and well acquaint- 
ed with the Philofophy of the Ancients 
and Moderns, with their Hearts ſwelrd 
with Vanity, and fetting ys 
of the Ignorant. | 

Tu Foundations of his Greatneſs were 


laid ; 


FirsrT, 
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Fixs'r, in the vaſt Natural Capacity 
that came into the World with him. 

Ss coNnDLY, in his Money; which 
purchas'd him a Library valu'd at 7000 
Ducats, which was a vaſt Sum at that 
time. 295 4 ; 
TrninDLlLyY, in a Natural turn to 


Induſtry which carried him through all 
Difficulties. | 

FovuRTHrLyY, in his Memory; which 
preſerv'd all that was repos d in it: 
And | | 

FrrrTHLy, by an utter Contempt of 
Dignity and Money ; which prevented the 
common Impediments to Virtue and uſe- 
ful Knowledge. Tis true, tho' he never 
ambition'd the Grandure of a great Prince, 
that he ambition d Knowledge, and the 
Reputation of a knowing Man for a time, 
but that prov'd a Spur to the Advantages 
he had over others. 


ATAH IAD 
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ATa1nxD part of his Eſtate he fold, 
to Joun FRANCIs, his Nephew, at a 
rate that made it a Preſent rather than 
a Purchaſe ; of what remain'd he aſſign'd 
a part for the Subſiſtance of his Houſ- 


hold ; and the reſt, with his Plate and 
Richeſt Utenſils,” he gave to the Neceffi- 
ties of the Diſtreſſed: and, commiſerating 
the diſtant as well as the preſent Poor, he 
commiſſion'd his Friend, IE x 0 1 BexN 6 
xEvits of Fon EN, to aſſiſt the 
Poor of that place at his Expence, and 
preſs d him to a particular regard for 
ſuch young Women as needed Fortunes in 
Marriage, to Prevent the Injuries their | 
Virtue and Honour too frequently receiv/d, 
when they were ſo expos'd. 

H was Frugal in his Table, Regular 
in his Devotions, and often afflicted his 
Body with voluntary Pains, and particu- 
larly on the Days of the Sufferings of 
our Redeemer, in Remembrance of his 


under- 
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undergoing. them for him. He was natu- 
rally chearful, and always accompanied 
with. a. Sweetnefs of Temper. that gain'd 
upon all who had the Happineſs of his 
Acquaintance- , He often. deſir'd the Pre- 
ſervation. of his Books, and begg'd God 
would not allow thoſe Works ſhould: Pe- 
riſh, in which he had laboar'd for the 
Support of his Honour, and Service of 
his Church. | 

H «= was frequently preſs'd to accept of 
the moſt conſiderable Employments inthe 
Church, and his Aſſiſtance was deſit'd in 
the Councils of many Sovereign Princes, 
but he rejected em as Trifles that might 
impede his. Progreſs in uſeful and neceſſi- 
ry Knowledge. His chief Employment was 
in the Sacred Writings, aud he would 
frequently | lay that the leaſt Fropenſuy 
to Devotion was preferable to al that it 
was poſſb ble for Man to know. 


[a9 7] 


H = frequently remember'd his Friends 
of the Mutability of things Temporal, and 
conjur'd them to fix their Affections upon 
the Eternal, as a thing of infinitely greate; 
Conſequence, than the higheft degree of 
Human Knowledge. 

In a Work of his, Dedicated to AN- 
GELUs PoOLIiTIANUS, he ſaid, O! 
my beloved AN GEL Us, what is it, that 
prevents our Love of God? 'tis eaſier to 
Love than to Know, or Deſcribe, there- 
fore, in Loving him we Labour leſs, and 
Serve him more: And why ſhould our 
Curioſity lead us after a Knowledge, which 
it is impoſſible for us to Arrive- at, whileſt 
we neglect the Means? For we ſhall never 
know God, nor the Works of his Crea- 
tion till we Love him, 

His Friends, thinking he neglected 
his Eſtate, told him his Credit was con- 
cern'd in it's Improvement; For the Op- 
portunities he gave bis Stewards and Do- 

meſticks, 
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meſticks, of injuring him, in their Ac- 
counts, was imputed to a Defect of his 
Underſtanding; but he was very indif- 
ferent to all that was offer'd, made no 
change in the Government of himſelf and 
Fortune, but perſever'd in that abſtracted 
way he was in. One of his Stewards ask- 
ing to make his Accounts, we may fave 
our ſelves the Trouble, faid Prcus, for 
you have had it in your Power to de. 
prive me of what you pleas'd; fo you 
have only to Jet me krow, if I am in 
your Debt, that you may be Paid, or if 
you are in mine, Pay me at your com- 
veniency. 

Ix a Viſit from a learned Acquaint- 
ance, whom he had known to be very 
Vicious, he found a Favourable Occaſion 
of telling him, if he would always have 
an Eye upon the painful Death of our 
Redeemer, and reflects upon his own he 


would 
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would never Sin Mortally which Effected an 
immediate change in the Life of the Per ſon · 
H never eſteemed the Rich and Power- 
ful for being ſo, but marks of Honour, 
Piety, and Virtue ever bound his Affecti- 
ons to the Perſons, in whom they appear- 
ed. Ceremony was hateful to him, and 
he was in perpetual Enmity with the Gran- 
dure, and Ornaments of Palaces, eſteem- 
ing them great Impediments to tuture Hap- 
pineſs. He uſed to ſay, that Liberty and 
Freedom of Mind was to be eſteem'd 
above all things, and that, in order to Enjoy 
it, he never reſided long in one place, nor 
ſupported any ſettled Habitation. Being 
ask'd whether Grandure or Matrimony 
ſhould be his Choice, in caſe he were 
conſtrain'd ? he faid Matrimony, as *twas 
leſs Servile and more Safe. 
- Ina Walk with his Nephew, one time 
before his Death, he enjoin'd Secrecy, 


ad then told him, that, when his pre- 
C 2 ſent 
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ſent purpoſes, were proſecuted, he would 
make a Diſtribution of Money to the Poor, 
Arm himſelf with the Cxoss of Cyur15T, 
and viſit Towns and Villages, with bare 
Feet, to enlarge his Kingdom ; .but he had 
a Revolution of Mind which made him 
reſolve to become a Fx1 4R 

In the Year of our Redemption 1494, 
and thirty ſecond of his Age, he was ſeiz. 
ed, at FLORENCE, with an Illneſs, that 
ba ffled Medicine, overcame all Remedies, 
and carrjed him out of the World in 0 
Daies. 

CnuaRrles King of FRANCE, hear- 
ing of his Illneſs, in his way through FL o- 
RN, ſent two of his Phiſicians, with 
Letters of Condolence Subſcrib'd with his 
own Hand, to Aſſiſt him. 

I x his Sickneſs, the Perſon, that Ad- 
miniſter'd the Bleffed Sacrament of the 
Lords ſupper to him, preſented a Cru- 
cifix, and ask'd him, if he firmly believ'd 

him 
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him, it repreſented, to be very Ged, and 
very Man, Begotten of his Father before 
all time, and Equal to him in all things“? 
That the Holy Ghoſt is God, proceed- 
ing from the Father and the Sn, and 
that the Sacred Three make but one God? 
That God the Son took Fleſh, in Time, 
of the Bleſſed Mary ever Virgin, and after 
his enduring Hunger, Thirſt, Cold, and 
Nakedneſs, ſubmitted to the Ignominious 
Death of the Croſs for our Sins, con- 
tracted by the Fall of ADAM? yes, ſaid 
he, I Believe and know it to be fo. After 
this, A1zzRTvus, his Nerhew, a Youth 
of excellent Parts, advis'4 him to receive 
Death as the end of all Pain; No, ſaid 
he, I would not deſire the Death of this 
Body, but for the Death of Sin, for when 
Liſe ends I ſhall Sin no more; and that 
alone makes Death defirable. Then, cal- 
ling his Servants, he requir'd their Par- 
don, in all the things he had done, by 
which 


[22] 
which they might have received Offence, 
and told em he had conſiderd em in 
his Will, in proportion to their Rank 
and Merit. 

IN all his Agonies he had an eaſy 
Smile, and, when any of his Friends of- 
_ ferdtoaſlift him, he Saluted and Thank- 

ed them. 

H made his Brother Ax THON v 
the Executor of his Will, by which the 
Lands, that remain'd to him, were given 
to the Hoſpital of FLORENCE, and, 
ſoon 'after the Finiſhing his Will, he ſur- 
render d his Soul, to the Grief of all IT AL xv. 

Tus following Reflexions upon Sin he 
earneſtly Recommended to his Friends, 
and calld em WIA PONS For Sri- 
RITUAL WAX. | 

The Pleaſure Small and Short. 

The enſuing Miſery. 

The Loſs of a better thing. 

This Life a fluid Inſtant. 
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Tux certainty of Death, and uncer- 
tanty of the Time. | | 

Tus Terror of an unprovided Death. 

ErzRNAL Joy, or Miſery. 

Tus Nature of the Body, and Digni- 
ty of the Soul. | | 

Tus Tranquility of a good Conſcience- 

Tus Benefits of God. 

Tun Sufferings of our Redeemer. 

Tur Examples of Saints and Martirs, 

And, 

As a Legacy to all his Acquaintance, 

he left the following Rules. 


Ir Virtue appears Difficult, from the 
Conflict "twill engage you in with the moſt 
potent Enemy of Mankind, forget not, 
that the Victory, will be Succeeded by 
an Eternity of Bliſs, and that Virtue will 
then carry it's own Likeneſs. 


II. 
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ir in the Conflict, you ſuffer too great 
a Mixture of the Cares of this Lite, it 
will encreaſe your Pain, and deftroy the 
Fruit, for your Life wil) cloſe in Calami- 
ty, and paſs from Temporal, to Eternal 
_ Miferies. 


III. 


Tur Voluptuous endeavour to perſwade 
themſelves of their being in the way to 
Heaven, as if the Vices, forbidden by our 
Lord, would recommend 'em to the Fa- 
vour of his Father; but, let them con- 
ſider, that our Lord Aſcended by a Lad- 
der ſurrounded with Sufferings, and that 
'Tis ENOUOGH For Taz DISscpIE, 
Thar HE 1s as His MASTER, AND 


THE SBRVANT 48 HIS LORD 
IV. 
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IV. 


SuPPORT the Conflict, tho' it ſhould 
not yield the advantages you may expect; 
For, in Imitation of our Redeemer, you 
muſt per ſevere, till you have made an en- 
tire Victory. If unlawful Objects appear 
to the Senſes, remember the mixture of 
VI NE OA with G4 Tr, that was given 
your Redeemer to Drink; and learn, that 
all things have an Allay in this Life. 
Preſerve the Innocence of your Hands and 
Feet, by a continual remembrance of the 
Wounds, that were given to the Hands 
and Feet of your Lord, in his nay ling to 
the Croſs. If Pride be your Temptation, 
hear the great AVS TIL E of the GRN- 
11135, who ſays, Thar His MASTER 
WAS INTHE FORM OF GOD, AN» 
TOOK UroN HIM THE FoRMOF A 
SERVANT; AND, Hunz LIS CG HIAu- 


D SELF, 
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SEIT, BECAME OvrpienT 10 Darn, 
Even THEDEATHOF THE CROSS. 
If you are prone to Revenge, bring to 
your remembrance the Scourging of Cukis r, 
at the Pit IAN, his Hanging on the CoS 
between the Tur vs, and amidſt all 
the Reproaches the Malice of Man could 
produce, and that exceeding great Charity 
from whence this Petition flow'd, Fa run 
Foxcive: Them For TAE 
KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO, that 
you may be the more perfect Copy after 
our Divine Original, as he walk'd with 
us, and improve the Snare into the moſt 
beautiful Circumſtance of Life. 


V. 


Pur no truſt in your own Strength, 
but confide in Him, by whoſe Power the 
Prince of Darkneſs was caſt out. Give 
Glory to his Name; Pay Obedience to 

his 
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his Voice, and be a perpetual Petitioner 
for his Grace. 


VI. 


A TRUEL y Religious Life is a Life 
of Juduſtry, for Sloth ingenders all forts 
of Evyils, and will make, even an In- 
duſtrious Sinner. See then that you are 
not Idle, for the unactive State is that, 
which expoſes moſt to the Adverſary, 
who, as a RoarincLioNn, 1s Al- 
WAYS SEEKING YOUR DESTRUCTIH- 
o v. Therefore watch, with the RoraL 
ProPHer, that, when you have Eject- 
ed one Evil, it may not be in the Power 
of the Deſtroyer to introduce another. 


VII. 


Dzs TROY Sin in the very Suggeſtion ; 
the parlying with Sin is Death, for the 
D 2 Dzy1L- 
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Dxvi1L is a moſt ungenerous Enemy, 
and uſes Fraud where Force fails. It is 
an Artifice in perpetual uſe with him, to 
pervert our Judgements ſo, as to make 
things really Evil ſeem Good, and things 
Good appear Deſpicable, that we may 
perſue the Fvil and neglect the Good; 
for he knows the frame of our Nature, 
and, from thence, concludes we ſhall avoid 
every Evil thing as it is Evil; There- 
fore, he firſt Transforms himſelf into an 
ANG EI of Light, then he diſguiſes the 
Evils he contrives to allure. us, and makes 
them currant amongſt Men. One of his 
moſt ſucceſsful Artifices is the reaching 
our Paſſions with pleaſing Infinuations of 
our own Perfections; but this may be a 
Rule in the Caſe ; When any Idea of your 
Perfettions is ſuggeſted as your own, 
abſtractedly trom the Dependance, it 
has upon the Source of all Perfections, 
de aſſur d it is a Vapor, that ariſes from 

che 
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the Pit of malice, and ſuſpect it as a 
Snare; But, if you conceive a Pleaſure from 
a Harmony, and Beauty in your Works, 
imputing all to him, FROM WOA 
Every GOOD AUD PERFECT Work 
PROGHBRBDSs, and, eſteem your ſelf no 
more than an Inſtrument he has uſed in 
their Production, the Suggeſtion may be 
cheriſh'd. . | 


VIII. 


Wu you become Victorious, con- 
fide ſtill in him, by whoſe Grace you 
overcome, to prevent all Attacks in future 
from the Enemy; but let it be a rule to 
be always provided, in caſe he ſhould 
Rally again. In Peace expect War as 
you hope for Victory in conflict, for the 
Diſpoſition may confirme the Victory, and 
keep the Enemy from further Action. 


IX. 


7 * 4 - —— * = o 
2 — : — 2 
ES — | ———_ — * 3 
3 eg ee - U . 


1-32 ] 
IX. 


Wnzn you think your ſelf Secure, 
know that the ſuggeſtion is from him 
who ſeeks your Deſtruction, and that you 
are Sleeping, in your Security, the Sleep 
of Death; and for remedy, have an Eye 


upon the Frailties of Human nature; Re- 


member that S. PE T = x denied his Lord, 
and declar d, upon Oath, that he knew 
not the Man, and within the Hour that 
he promis'd never to forſake him, not 
even if the reſt of his Diſciples ſhould. 
Learn from thence to avoid the Precipice, 
for the lover of Danger will Periſh 


therein. 


X. 


WirusraNp Temptation, in the very 


paſſage, and truſt not an Enemy within 
; your 


„ 
your Gates, for he enters like a Cancer, 
which uſually brings Death with it. | 


XI. 


B your Conflict never fo ſevere, yet 
the pleaſure of Conquering Sin, and Tri- 
umphing over S4 AN is infinitely pre- 
ferable to all the Enjoyments that can be 
found in this Life, upon the moſt dih- 
gent enquiry ; for the one is to the Soul, 
as the MAN NA inthe WilDzrNness 
to the ſuffering Sons of JAC OR; and 
our temporal Enjoyments are the Preface 
to the Book of Myſeries that will be 
oper d againſt us in Eternity. Moſt are 
ſo unfortunate as to neglect the Compa- 
riſon between the beauties of Holineſs, 
and the darkneſs of Concupiſence; but 
the Compariſon is ever ready between 
that, which they call preſent Pleaſure, and 
the ſeeming difficulties in acquiring Virtue 3 


and, 


| 2923 
and, tho? tis confeſs'd by all, that there 
is no proportion between the future Re- 
wards of Virtue, and their preſent Enjoy- 
ments, yet the preſent prevails, and bears 
away the Man, lays him under the weight 
of a bad Conſcience, and will not allow 
him one ſtruggle for Liberty. But ſuch 
Ki!) is our notion of Eternity, that a con- 
tinual Remembrance of the Word would 
be the foundation of future Happineſs. 


XII. 


DesPAlR not, even in the utmoſt 
Danger, but direct your Reflections to the 
Hiſtory, of the great Ay OST LBE of the 
GEN TI IS, whoſe Fleſh rebelfd againſt 
the Spirit, even aſter he had heard the 
Voice of God; but He ſtill Confided in 
the Divine Goodneſs, and that Confidence 
became his Rock of Safety, and that 
Veſſel of Eleftion was wrap'd up into the 

| third 
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chird Heaven, and that Thorn in the Fleſh; 
of which he complain'd, was' permitted, 
in proof of the Virtue, which gave him 
place in thoſe Regions of Felicity ; there- 
fore deſpair not, no not even in the loweſt 
Circumſtances of Mortality, but keep an 
Eye upon the Hiſtory of this ArosTLe 
and the Death of his Divine Maſter, and 
you vill leſſen the n of the preſent 
Evil. | 

H 1s turn to Devotion is further evi- 
denc'd in the following Letters. 

The firſt he Wrote to} 01 x Francis 
his Nephew. | 


Dear Nepbew, 
H E Diſapointments, that tear 
TFT to divert you from your great and 
Noble Purpoſes, might be permitted, or 
allotted for an exerciſe of your Patience, 
in this State of Probation; therefore en- 
dure the ſhock with the Heroick Spirit 
E of 
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of CHRISTIANITY, which carried the 
ArosTLEs and their DIS CI IIS, 
with Victory, through the Armies of evil 
Spirits, and you may happily avoid the 
Wine of Ctx cn which had the Quali- 
ty of turning Men into Beaſis. 

Turns can be no Victory without 
Conflict, nor can the Devil make any Con- 
queſt upon us without our own Conſent; 
for thoſe tracks of his Foot, that appear 
in moſt of our Actions, had never been, 
if the Watch had not open'd the Gate 
of the the City to him. The power of 
overcoming him is put into our own 
Hands, but the Victory depends upon the 
uſe of it, and, for our Encouragement in 
our own Services, our common Father 
kindly propoſes everlaſting Rewards for 
the good Offices we do our ſelves. 

W n a T the Licencious call the Plea- 
fures of this World, give more Pain in 


the purſuir than Pleaſure when obtain d; 
whence 
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whence 1 conclude it eaſier: to be Virtuous 
than Vicious; For it always occurs, that 
the Wicked have a time, in which they 
acknowledge themſelves wearied of their 
Wickedneſs; but it has not been known, 
that Virtue has fate heavy upon the Shoul- 
ders of her Diſciples. As the Teſtimony 
of a good Conſcience is our only Arke of 
Refi, it is impoſſible we ſhould compleat 
any wicked Purpoſe without Pain; for 
Siuners are as Shipping in bad Weather, 
where all things bear a- dreadful Aſpett, 
and each Moment threatens the Paſſen- 
gers with Death. 

Do not loſe ſight of your Heavenly 
Country, where you have a plentiful In- 
heritance, and you will eſcape the Cap- 
tivity of Sin. Many will interpoſe between 
you and your future Happineſs, and Mi- 
ſeries will ſurround you, even in this Life, 
if you neglect what you know to be your 
Duty. | 


E 2 LuY 


as 


LET it be a Law to you, that you 
never Learn of thoſe you are capable of 
Teaching, nor Copy after their Vices, who 
ſhould Imitate your Virtues; for the 
dwellers in Iniquity are Miniſters of Death 
to the Soul. | 

You are always to ſuſpect an Opinion, 
that Anchors in things Temporal ; For 'tis 
then thoſe Truths have been call'd in 
Queſtion, which the Voice of Avos TL ES 
Planted, the Blood of Martirs Proclaim'd, 
the Miraculous Credencials of Heaven Prov- 
ed, Reaſon Confirm'd, the World F.vi- 
denc'd, and the Devils themſelves con- 
fels'd. There is hardly any thing, thc 
gains upon Man like Money, but let us, 
for whom Foundations were laid in thole 
great Truths, by our Initiation into that 
Church, by which they are Taught, hold 
him Inexcuſable, whoſe Heart and Trea- 
ſure are Inſeparable, ſince the Fountain 
of all Truth has aſſured us, that T 1 s 

HARD 


* 
* 
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HARDFOR ARION MAN TO EN. 
TER INTO Tus KINO DOM OF 
HEAVEN. 

Tis the advice of a great A OST ILE, 
that we ſeek not after other Glory, than 
that, which comes from God; therefore 
Let it be your Care, that your Peace be 
not bartered away for that of the World. 
'Tis with Reaſon that we fear nothing 
more than Hell, nor hope for any thing 
more than Heaven, and why do we labour 
then in this Paradox, of purſuing that 
which Terriſies, and fleeing from that 
which our Deſires are always pointing to ? 

My dear Child, take the way, that 
Leads to Life; let the Light of Reaſon 
and Religion be your Guide. Be always 
ready in Alms and Prayer as the beſt De- 
fence againſt the Enemy. He, that refuſes 
his Aſſiſtance to the Neceſſitous, has but 
little Reaſon to expect the Aſſiſtance of 
Heaven, it being faid by the Source of 

all 
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all Truth, THarwB SHALL ASSUR BDs 
LY RECEIVE THE MEASURE WE O1vE3 
ſfothatrusMERciruL WILL Ranceivs 
Mxzxcy. By Prayer I would not be un- 
derſtood to recommend the frequent Re- 
petition of a long Jargon of Sounds, but 
the opening of your Soul to the Almigh- 
ty that it may Unite with him; And 
to reader your ſelf Acceptable, the Day 
muſt not only begin and end in Prayer, 
but your Prayers muſt be repeated in Pu- 
rity of Heart, and intermixt with Sighs 
proceeding from a profound Sorrow for 
Sin. As there are but few things ſo in- 
Jurious to Salvation as the Prophane Po- 
ems and Romances of the times, I conjure 
you to forbear them, and give time to the 
Sacred Writings, which will be the food 
of your Soul, quicken your Devotions, and 
give you Notions of the Maker, and Ruler 
of the World, that will heighten your Fer- 
vor in his Service. OO 

IN 
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Is my laſt Viſit to you, *twas my Re- 
queſt, you would always have the Death 
of the Son of God in your Remembr- 
ance; and reflect at the ſame time that 
your own Life is given as an Opportunity 
for recommending your Soul to him. I now 
renew that Requeſt, and aſſure you your 
Eternal Happineſs is ardently Pray'd for, by, 

i Dear Nephew ; &c. 
His SECOND LETTER TO HIM» 
Dear Nephew, 

EF the Goodneſs of God ſhall preſerve 
[| you in the Practice of Piety, be in no 
pain for the Reproach of the Wicked ; 
for it gives as much Honour as the Praiſe 
of the Juſt. The ApoSTLEs went in 
great Joy to the Tribunals of their Per- 
ſecutors, and received Strength from theſe 
Words of our Lord, 1x rus WORLD D- 
5P1SK YOU, KNOW, THAT 1T DESPIS- 
*D ME, BEF ORKEIT DESPLISED YOU. 
'f the World deſpisd him, to whom it's 

very 
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very being 's due, why ſhould it not deſ- 
pile you, to whom it is no ways oblig'd ? 
If you are not to be ſo happy as to en- 
dure Scuurging, Hunger, Thirſt, Naked- 
neſs, and Death for the fake of Truth; 
yet be thankful for the Grace, that ena- 
bles you to overcome the Detrattions and 
Contempt of Sinners; for theſe may be 
improv'd into ſaving Opportunities. The 
Sentence of the World being only for 
time, and that of God for Eternity, *tis 
better to be Condemn'd by the World 
and juſtiſied by God, than to be Con- 
demn'd by God and Juſtified by the World ; 
For he, who has his Reward here, has no- 
thing but Miſery to expect hereafter. W » 
ſays St. PAT, Preach Cu AIST CRV ci- 
FIB D A STUMBLING-BLOCK TO 
THE JEWS, ANDFOLLY TO THE 
GENTILS. If he, in reſpect to whom | 
the utmoſt Wiſdom-of Man is but Fol 1, 


and his Strength is Weakneſs, was 4 For- 
LY 
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LY fo the GENTILES, AND A STUMB- 
LINGBLOCK TO THE JEWS, ſhall we be 
Impatient under the Reproach of Sinners? 
Be their Cenſure what it will, is is not 
for you to leave the way that you are 
in, but give Glory to God that you are 
not as one of thole. The Dialect of our 
Lord is, LE AVI THE DD WITH THB 
Dz4aD AND FOLLOW ME. He number'd 
thoſe with the DzaD that LrysD not 
wiTH HIM. If you Live not with them 
they will Reproach you, and if you Live 
with them you will not follow our Lord, 
and he that gives his Soul for their Fa- 
vour will purchaſe it at too dear a rate, 
If any of them be ask'd what is the com- 
mon End, or Direction, of all their Actions, 
1 am perſuaded there will be no Simili- 
tude between their Practice and Anſwer 
which ſhews their /nward Man Approves 
what the Outward Ridicules; ſo that their 
F | Conſe 
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Conſciences give their Tongues the Lye 
when they are us'd againſt you. 

My dear Nephew, regard him, only who 
will come with his Ancers a Rewarder 
of Goodworks, and a Diſtributer of Ven- 
geance to ſuch as Live -not with him. 
Let him only be the Object of your Fear, 
who has the power of your Soul and Bo- 
dy; yet avoid thoſe, that may. hurt the 
Body, and give Thanks, with holy D- 
vid, for your Deliverance from the So- 
ciety of the Wicked. 

A Mans Days being as a Moment, for- 
get not the Approach of Death. All the 
fine things propounded to the Body are 
Poi ſon to the Soul; for when things flow 
according to our Wiſhes their Pleaſure is 
but Imaginary, but the Pleaſures are Real 
where the King is God, the Law is Cha- 
rity and the Meaſure Eternity. Let theſe 
* the Subjects of your Contemplation, 

and 


and your End will be as Glorious as your 
Beginning, which is daily Pray'd for by, 


| Tt * $; 
De Nephew 
7.0 2942 + Tours, &c. 
FuRRARA JULY * 
the 2. 1492. 


His LETTER TO HIS FRIEND 
| Arm CORNEUS. 


| 25 dear Friend, 

Cannot give in to your Propofal of 

my abating ſomething. in my enqui- 
ry after Truth, that I may afford an 
Application to that which you call Bu- 
ſineſs; for there is nothing but Danger, 
Confuſion, and Perplexity in the Employ- 
ment propos'd to me by the Court ; There- 
fore wonder not, that I am not yet in- 
cli d to convert the real Joys. I now poſ- 
ſeſs into the Perturbations of a Court. 

| F2 Pu1Los0. 
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pullosorux is not an Exerciſe for 
Wit only, as is miſtakingly Suggeſted, for 
it Enriches the Underſtanding, and Lodges 
a Treafure in the Mind, that will carry 
a Man through all the Viciſſitudes of For- 
tune, and without a change of Counte- 
nance. The fame thing is variouſly | 
eſteemed by different Perſons, and you 
may think it a Mans greateſt Happineſs 
to live in the Embraces of Men of Dig- 
nity and Power, and in the Plenty and 
Splendor of a Court; but of theſe, you 
know, 1 have had a ſhare, and can a- 
ſure you 1 could never find a Regale for 
my Soul in any thing but Retreat and 
Contemplation ; in which, I hope to em- 
ploy the time that ſhall remain to me, 
You ſeem greatly miſtaken in ſuppoſing 
I may Live in the Practice of both with- 
out Impediment to eicher; For he is a 
faithleſs Servant, who negletts his Maſter, 
to Serve thoſe that need not his Services. 
PHILOSP- 
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PHILOSOPHY is a Guard to the Soul, that 
is uſually beaten down by the Evils, which 
dwell in Courts, and from publick Bufi- 
neſs Dangers flow to the unguarded Soul, 
by which it is generally Subdued. 

I am perſuaded the Czsars, if they 
could ſpeak from their Sepulchers, Would 
declare P1Cvs more Happy in his Soli- 
tude than they were in the Government 
of the World; and, if the Dead could 
return, they Would chooſe the Pangs of 
a ſecond Death rather than riſque their 
Salvation a ſecond time in publick Stations. 

A TraDER in the things of © this 
World acquires the Character of a Man- 
CHANT, and loſes that of a PII oSo- 
PHE K's therefore I cannot entertain a 
Thought ſo much to my Diſadvantage. 
Tun Union you adviſe me to with 
ſome Prince diſcovers you Ignorant of 
the Opinion PytLosoPHBRS have of them- 
ſelyes, for they efteem themſelves Kings of 
Kings, 


(46 ] 
Kings, having learn d the Art of Ruling thoſe 
Faſſions that Rule Crown d Heads. They 
ate free when the Prince is Fetter'd, and 
the Liberty they enjoy chey propound to 
others, when Princes Preach nothing but 
Reſtraint to the reſt of Mankind. A Pri- 
LOSOPH BR is Free in a1 Conditions of 
Life; For a Reſtraint of Body never de- 
prives him of that Freedom of Mind 
which denounces him Happy. He is his 
own Maſter, and his own. Servant, for he 
Commands and Obeys bimſelf, and out of 
himſelf ſeeks, nothing. What is Honou- 
rable, in the Eye of the, World, is con- 
temptible, in. that of a PuILoSOAER- 
Ambition qpeyer, burns within his Breaſt, 
there beipg nothing delireable i in chis Lite 
which he does not Enjoy. Fortune he 
knows. to be as a Ho RSE ill broken, for 
ſhe Diſmounts the Perſon ſhe allows to 
Mount her, and, refuſing to bear him, 
Me en him, and Sports. in his De- 


ſtruction. 
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ſtruction. This he knows, and negletts 
all Court to her as a thing beneath the 
Dignity of Man. | 

Hayeey in my Library and my little 
Cell, my Peace is never Interrupted by 
the Vanities of a miſtaken World, unleſs 
when I bring their Images before me to 
quicken my Concerne for the Cure of 
thoſe that adore em; and nothing do I 
Deſire which I do not Enjoy, excepting 
more frequent Occaſions of Serving my 
Neighbourhood. I ſeem to have ſome 
taſt of a future State, in the preſent, and 
from this Shaddow to have receiv'd 2 
pleaſing (tho? not a perfect) Idea of the 
real Joys of Heaven; and this is enough 
to make a great Prince a great Man, as 
has been often faid to you, by 


Dear CORNELIUS, 
Tours, &c. 

Parts OcTR. 
the 15. 1482. THE 
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To His GRACE 


CHARLES, 


Duke of Graſton, 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
Knigbt of the moſt Noble 


Order of the Gak Tk, 
| AND 


One of His Majeſty's nt 
Honourable Privy-Counctl. 


My Lox», 
7 RATITUDE has ever 


0. been held as One of 


: 
| 


| 


the moſt ſhining Vertues. 
A 2 The 
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The Dedication. 
be great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles has number'd 
Him, who wants it, with 
the moſt Þeinnn;s Offenders : 
Then, certainly, ſhould 
not the Ohligutiont, which 
| Your Graces has laid up- 
| on Me, be Zternally bound 
to my. Remembrance, 1 
ſhould be highly Guilty 
of this 1npardouable Crime: 
But I crave leave to aſſure 
Your Grace, that, in a 
Task ſo Adventnrous, as 
| that 


The Dedication. 
that of addreſſing You in a 

L proper Manner, and where 
the Perſon addreſſing had 
ſo much Reaſor to be Dif 
fident of his own Ability, 
never was any Man more 
deſirous, than I have al- 
ways been, of making an 
Offering to your GRACE, of 
a Work, that might be 
deem'd worthy of Your 
Gr act's Peruſal. But, as 
Lam intirely incapable of 
producing any ſuch wor- 
thy 


Ile Dedication. 
thy Performance of my 
gyn, I have collected the 
Life of that Great Genus 
Monſieur PascaL, , whoſe 
unlimited Capacity all the 
Polite World have con- 
feſs d, and I humbly beg 
Your GRacx's favourable 
Acceptance of it: No- 
thing can be a greater Step 
towards the Imortali ging 
the Memory of the Illuſtri- 
ous PASCAL in England, 


than prefixius the Name 
7 of 


The Dedication. 


of Oxz of the moſt IK 
LUSTR10Us PERSON in the 
Kingdom at the begin 
ning of the Work ; there-- 
fore Your Graces. be- 
coming the Patron, is an 
Obligation, which reuche, 
beyond the Grave, it is what 
may be properly call'd, 
Daus Homur to the Deal 
MO IM 

Ir is not in my Pirie 
to give thoſe due Encomi- 
ums u upon the Character 
which 


The Dedication. 
which Your Merit has wft- 
ly rais'd, in a Publick, as 


well as in a retir'd Capacte 
ty. The People, who have 


the good Furtune to be Go. 


pern'd by Your Excxr- 
LENCY, are Ohliged to com- 
feſt Your Geacr's Leni- 
ty; which has tied their 
Obedience fafter, than all 
the Pol:tical Methods would 
have done, that any Go- 
dernor of a leſt mild Diſho- 
Hum, though never ſo art- 

F mw 


The Dedication. 

fill could have poſſibly 2 
vented, For in this Cafe; 
their Attachnient muſt be 
fincere, and buen, 
Infline : in the other only 
Reemingly fo, and could re- 
main 19 longer, than *14l 
they amd an Opportimit) 
to free themſelves from 
Then, my Lok p, as Yottr 
Perſin is full of Majeſty 
and Heunty, the Conduct 1 
it is equatfy Graceful ; and 
Your private Converſation 
has ever been adorn'd with 
ſuch an eafy Greatneſs, as 


(a) to 


The Dedication. 


to fill the Admiration of 
all, that were ſo far Ho- 
nour'd, as to be admitted 
into Tour Preſence ; and 
to kindle the Emulation of 
all thoſe, who are deem'd 
Worthy of being number d 
among Your Acquaintance. 
Here was I to run into 
every particular Action, for 
| which Your GR ace is ſo 
| deſervedly Conſpicuons, the 
Reader would find HUMa- 
NITY, AFFABILITY, LIBE- 
RALITY, MAGNIFICENCE, 


1 drawn to their full Ex- 
tent. 


The Dedication. 
tent. All After-Dedicators 
would be furniſhed with 
Matter, to Approach ſuch 
Per ſonages, as have diſtin- 
gui ſh d themſel ves in any 
Thing that is truly Goop, 
or truly GREAT: I ſhall 
therefore content my ſelf 
with ſaying only in gene- 
ral Terms, what FAME 
has already Publith'd, and 
leave the reſt to ſome fu- 
ture Brographer, who ſhall 
be Offering Your Gæack's 
Life to ſome Prince of his 
Time, juſt as J am now 


(a 2) pre- 


The Dedication. 
| preſenting, the Life of Pas- 
CAI,, to ſhew how much 


Jam, 


Muy it pleaſe Tour Gr. ACE, 


Your Gr. 4ct's mofi Obediont, 
and moſi devoted 


Humble Servant, 


* 


EDw. IE SUT. 
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PREFACE 


T0 TRE 


READER 


Courtcous R A DER. 


Q 5 t ry uſual among Perſons 


2 —— ty, when the 'y publiſh'd 
therr farſt Undertakings to the World, 
| . to 


4 The Preface 


to defire ſome Friend or other, that = 
had happened to appear in Publick 
before them, to mtroduce, or, ac- 
eording to their more humble Phraſe, 
to recommend thoſe thar Underta- 
kings. My Friend the Author of 
this little Book, has been pleaſed to 
ſingle me out for the Task of Wri- 
ting ſuch an Introduflory Preface to 
the enſuing Lafe of Mon ſieur PA g- 
CAL : | told him that the Life of 
a Genus ſo unverſally celebrated, 
whom ſo many diſtinowſh'd Dodors 
of the Sorbonne, Arch-deacons , 
Brſhops, and Arch-biſhops, had ex- 
erted their Hloquence in Applaud- 
ing; that the Life of ſuch a Per- 
fon written by bis o: Siſter, who 
. avas as nearly allied to hem in Ge- 
nius 


to the Reader. 

Mus, as ſhe was in Blood, and 
tranſlated, as it appears to me to 
be, into a plain, eaſy, and familiar 
Style, (which 1s ſurely the beſt 
Style that a Biograpber can make 
Uſe of,) conld not fail to pleaſe, but 

muſt neceſſarily carry along with it 
it m Recommendation : He was, 
however, pleaſed to repeat his Re- 
queſt ; I wonder'd that he wwho 
could defide ſo much in bis own: 
good Talents, ſhould confide in any 
Thing that I could offer in favour 
of the Work ; and doubted that his 
Choice of the Prefacer would be 
thought the only Mark of bis n- 
ing any Judgment throughout tbe 
id Piece. However, he was 
ſo 3 in his good Opinion of 


me, 


The Preface 


me, that be infiſted uon it; and 
1 much due to bu 
Friendſhip, I could nt perſit in my 
Refuſal, As |: ſoon as 1 had mee 
undertaken the Office, I was refol- 
wed to anſwer his Purpoſe better, 
thats be dub all ns Partiality, and 
with all hrs good Opinion of m 

Endeavonys could bave _yy oy 
petied from me : I refobved not an- 
9 io urite a Preface, but what [ 
knew mut be an effecinal Recom- 
mendation of this Laje of Pascar 
to the World, and yet fave my fclf 
front the Imputation of the leaſt 
Preſumptton or Arrogance,. at the 
ſelf: ſame Time, that I pretended 10 
give it ſuch an extraordinary Cha- 
racter, and . a power ful Recom- 


mendation. 


to the Reader. 


mieudation. 1 doubt not, but at firſt 
Sabt, cach Reader cuil be ſurpri- 
fed at what I alvance wth ſo much 
feeming Baldneſs, but -when they 
fd that I have for this But al. 
Ted the learned Mon ſcur Bay le 
(whom, | becauſe he duas one of the 
moſt lcarnod: Men of his lime, it is 
therefore no wonder to find one of 
Monfeur PaseAt's Ex” Ad- 
mirers) to my Aſſiſtance, and de- 
liver faubfully Word for Word, 
what he ſays of this Life, their 
ſurprixe will ceaſe ; they wnll Par: 
dm the Prefacer, and Appland lle 
n. 


7 P N 


(bY A ſmall 


The Preface 
rr e ee dr r e ir . . 


A ſmall ExTRact out of 
the News from the Ne- 
_publick of Letters, writ- 
ten by Mr. BayLE, for 
- the Month of December 
1 pag. 531. 

N Hundred Volumes of 

k Sermons are not worth 

L 5 Muck as this ſigle Life, and 

© are far leſs capable of difarm- 

c ing Men of Impiety. The ex- 

© traordinary Humility and De- 

© von of Monheur Pascar, 

© gives a more ſenſible Mortifi- 
© cation 


c 


to the Reader. 


© cation to the Libertines of the 
Age, than if one was to let 
* loſe upon them à dozen of 


© Miſhonaries. They can now 


© #0 longer attack us with their 


© favourite and darling Objecti- 


on, that there are none but 


© little and narrow Spirits, who 


© profeſs themſelves the Votaries 


© of Piety and Religion. For we 


© can now tell them, and bold- 
© ly tell them, that both the 
Maxime and Praclice thereof 
© have been puſh'd on to the 
© ſtrongeſt Degree, and carried to 
© the greateſt Height, by One of 


the profoundeſf Geometricians, 
(b 2) © by. 


q 
7 
f 
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by One of the molt ſubtile Me. 
raphyficians, and by One of the 
* moſt ſolid and penetrating Gerti, 
© that ever yet exiſted on this 
© Earth. The Piety of ſuch a 
© Philoſopher might very well 
< excite one to ſay to the mo- 
< diſh Profeſſors of Indevotion, 
© and the faſhionable Encoura- 
gers of Livertiniſm 3; what 
© once upon a Lime was ut- 
© ter'd by a certain Perſon, na- 
# med Drocles, when he diſco- 
ver'd Eycurus in a Temple. 
4 « O what a Feaſt to my Eyes, 
| « cry"d he, is this? What a fight 
« it is for me to behold ypicumis 
in 


i) 


A 


NA 


to the Reader. 


Final emple ? All my Suſpi- 
« cions are fled and baniſhed, all 
“my Doubts and Jealouſies va- 
« niſh away in Air from thus 
« Minute. Piety .re-aflumes its 
„ Station, and in all my Days 1 
« neyer beheld the Grandeur of 
« Fupiter in a more conſpicuous 
Point of Light, than while I 
« was gazing at F,picurus offering 
« up his Devotion to that ſu- 
« preme Deity on his bended 
c Knees ”. This was aſſuredly a 
© fine Sight, a glorious Specta- 
cle; but undoubtedly no leſs 
Glorious, and no leſs Fine is 
* the Proſpect, when we are gi- 


5 Ven 


The Preface 
© yen to behold Monſieur Pas- 
© GAL regulating his Life by this 
Maxim, That one ought to Ab- 
© renounce all Pleaſure, and that 
© Sickneſs and Infirmity being the 
© natural State af Chriſtians ; onc 
© ought to count one's ſelf happy in 
© being Sock! 'y and mjfirm, becauſe 
© one jmdg one's ſelf by Neceſſity 
E placed in that State in which one 
© 4s bound to place one ſelf. by Ob- 
+ ligation. Well! and wiſely is 
it done to publiſh the Example 
of ſuch eminent and cxtraordina- 
7y Virtue. - We ſtand ug] 
in Need of it, to annul the 
Preſcriptions and the Laws, 


© which 


A A 


A 


NP 
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to the Reader. 

- © which the Spirit of the World 
would impoſe upon us in di- 
© ret Oppoſition to the Spirit of 
* the Goſpel. There are indeed 
People enough to be ſeen, who 
© ſay, that we ought to mortify 
our ſelves, but we meet with 
© fewor none, who Practice what 
© they Jay : And there is ſcarce 
one living Mortal to be found, 
vo is under any mighty Ap- 
prehenſions of being made 4 
Cure of, when it is his Lot to 
be a Patient in any Diftemper 
© whatſoever; and yet this is 
* what Monheur Pascar dread- 
© ed the conſequences of. Nay, 

1 


The. Preface . 


1 beliere verily, there | are 

ſome Countries in Chriſtendont 
© where there is not perhaps a 
« ſingle Man, that has ſo mucli 
as heard one Syllable mention- 
© ed. concerning the Maxims of 
© this Chriſſtay Phil 90 It 


\ \ 


| ail I can add after le. 15 
that if ever any Book could; be [aid 
to be well recommended, this little 
one is certainl 0: For 1 may with 
Truth alledse, 3 in Imitation of 7 what 
Mr. Bayts fo beantifully ſays 
of Pascal Life, that a hundred 
reconmgudat, ory Prefaces fr one if 


jc) ent Hand „ von no! be 290) th 


. jo 
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to che Rea ader. 


Þ much . 5 this ſingle Betrad, or 


More capable of exciting the Ci. 
tyof Readers to peruſe i t, or ' fixing i m 
them a more favourable Opinion of it 
when they bad peruſed it. I know 

nothing that I could bave added to 
it, that conld have bcen further 


grateful to the Reader, if I had not 
met with an excellent Latin Epi- 
taph which follows it, that i 1s fxd 


on Monſieur Paseat's Monument, 
at the Pariſh-Church of, St. 5 Ste- 
phen of the Mount, and tranſla- 


ted into Engliſh by a very mgent- 


ous Gentleman, Mr. SEWELL: 
T forall detain the Readers no longer 
from a Life that is ſo highly re- 


Re coni⸗ 


The Preface, Sc. 
commended to them by ſo great ar 
Authority, both for their Enter- 
taimment and Inſtruction, and ſo bid 
them heartily Farc vel. 


. * L 


W. Box p. 
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Mobiliſſin Scutarii Blaſi Paſcalis 
| _ Tumus, 120 

D. nt O. 1 M. 
Blafiu Tus Paſcalit Scutarins N obilis | 
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Religione Sanctus, virtute clarits, 


DoArina celebris, N 
Ingenio acutus, 2 

ran 

Sanguine & animo pariter illuſtris 


Agquitatis amator, | *''y 1 
Veritatis Defenſor, 9 Wo 
Nias Un. 


Chriſtiane Moralis Corru torum Acerrunug 
Hoſtis. N a 


Hunc Rhetores amant Facimdum, 

Hunc Ser: pgores Ncrunt Elegantern, . 
Hunc Mathematici ſtup Prufend 
Hunc NoGores Laudant Theologum, ; 
Hunc Pi venerantur Auſterym, | | 
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Hunc omnes Mirantur, omnibus Ignotum, 
Ommibut Eicet Notu m Wh 
Quid Phira ? Viator, dem perdidimus | 15 

PAS £AS/EM 17 oi 
Is Lupovicvus erat Montaltius ( 


_— ...... . al 
8 
Satis Dixi. Urgent Laciype 
_ Sileo. 


es. — 82 2 J Et 


Lt qui bene Precabgris, bene tibi went, 
Et Vivo, & Mortuo. 
| Vixit An. 39. M. 2. Obijt An. rep. Sill 1662; 
14 Kal. Sept. 
QAETO NAEKAAIOE, 
SET, SET, HENOOE 'OEON. 
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Poſuit, A. P. D. C. Mærens Aurelian- 


Canoniſta 
| Cecidit Paſcalis 
Heu! Heu! qualis Luctus ! 
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If faid Religion does not Die, 


HE lives for ever in the Sky. 


8 A». 5 H pious Tenant of this Sone, 


"B To married Pleaſures lived #nkno9n ; 


= 


1 3 in VI RTV bright ; 
In LEARNING fam'd, in Wir polite; 
In Birth eri as in Mind, 
A SCHOLAR zt of Schoolman-kynd. 
| Lo VER 
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Lovin of Eqaty and . 
A Cnany1on in Truths Canſ a” 


The Parson of a ſingle Sas, 
AFos with honeſt pious Hate, | 

To all, who de d, by Gloſs or Wik, 

The q iu, Moral, to defile. | 

All PREACHERS gn his Ele, 
WrrTERs Poris, his ed See; 


MATHEMATICIANS with amaze, 
On his proftunder Genius gaze; 
| PHILOSOPHERS bim Soge define, 
And Doctors praiſe the deep Divine, 
His frifter Life the Piovs bleſs. 
Him all admire, and all confeſs, 
Thar, from his Childhood, to his Fall, 
He lived »nkzown, and known to all. 
Reader, 


WL WS” TOTS TWE 1 
Reader, why further ſhould m! 
HP a5 Cai, who's bf ad gone, ; 


IO * 4149 wal 4 


Great LI wis 5 * ONTALT e was: 
ie 
Fees a my Words —abd {am Dimb; 
But thou, who offi, 2 Tombs 1 
A b Prayer ; all Good to Ther, 
Lune 10 Dead for ver bes 
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Monſieur Pas c Al, 
Collected out of ſome 
Original Papers : 
Written by) © © 
Madam PE RI ER bis Se. 


7 v "i gt Born at Cleyment 
a 8 7 on the 19th of June, in the Year 

WP 16:3; The Name of my Father 
POS as Stephen Paſcal, his Title, Pre- 
ſident of the Court of Aides, and the Maiden 
Name of my Mother Antonierta Begon. As ſoon 
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as my Brother came to the Uſe of Speech, he 
gave ſome Marks of an extraordinary Genius 
by many little Repartees, which he was wont 
to utter, and which were very Apropos, and, 
{till ore, by ſeveral Queſtions, that he uſed to 
ſtart upon the Narure of Things, which ſur- 
prized all the World : As this beginning gave 
the faireſt Promiſes, ſo he never failed of an- 
ſwering them proportionably in Proceſs of time, 
ſot the force of his Reaſonings daily increaſed as 
his Perſon grew in Stature, and increaſed with 
ſo much Intereſt; that his N was far 
beyond his Years. | 

My Mother died in the Year 1626, when 
my Brother was but three Years old, and my 
Father finding himſelf without a Companion, 
made the Care of his Family his whole Appli- 
cation; and as he had »o Son but him, he 


looked upon him as an only Child ; and this 


(with the Teſtimonics which in his Infancy he 
diſcovered of a great Genius) made my Father 
conceive ſo ſingular an Affection for him, that he 
could not ſo much as think of truſting his Edu- 

cation 


[3] 
cation to the Care of another, and reſolved 
from that time forward to inſtruct him himſelf, 
which he accordingly did ; my Brother having 
never been at any Colledge, nor ever 1 had 
my other Maſter but my Father. 

In the Vear 163 1, my Father went to Pa- 
ris, carried us all with him, and made it the 
fixt place of his Reſidence: My Brother, who 
was but eight Years of Age, received great 
Adyantage from this way of Living, with re- 
gard to the deſign my Father had of breeding 
him up himſelf ; for tis certain, that it muſt 
have been impoſſible for him to have taken 
the ſame Care in the Province, where the Bu- 
ſineſs of his Commiſſion, and the continual 
Company, that came from the Neighbourhood 

to viſit him, muſt have taken up very much 
ol his Time, and employed his Thoughts ano- 
ther way; but in Paris he was perfectly ar 
his own Liberty. He applied himſelf whol- 
ly to the Education of his Son, and he really 
had all the Succeſs that could be hoped for 
from the Care and Diligence of as Prudent and 
B 2 Affecti- 


Rk 


ES 
Affectionate a Parent, as twas poſſible _ 0 
Man to be, | 
His principal Maxim in the courſe of his E- 
ducation, was to keep the Boy up always, as it 
were, above his Buſineſs, and it was for this 
Reaſon, he would not begin to teach him Lariz, 
till he got into his 12th Year, that he might 


" maſter it with the greater Eaſe. 


During this Interval of Time, be did not let 


him lie Idle, but diſcourſed with him upon all 
Things, which he found would fall within the 


reach of his Capacity: He gave him a general 


Inſight into the Nature and Uſe of Languages, 


he ſhewed him the Manner how they were 
reduced to Grammatical Forms under certain 
Rules, that thoſe Rules again had their 
particular Exceptions, which required much 
and careful Obſervations ; and that by this 
Means a Method had been found of making 
the Languages of all Countries commurucable 
from one to tlie other. | | ; 
This general Idea of Things opened his 
Underſtanding, and made him plainly perceive 
at 


44 
at once, all the Reaſons of the Gratmmar Rules: 
Inſomuch, that, when he came to learn them, 
he knew what he was about, and for what 
end, and ſo apphed himſelf the mo to thoſe 
Things, which required et Application. 
After having given him theſe Inlights, my 
Father led him on to freſh Acquiſitions of 
Knowledge; he frequently talked to him 
concerning the extraordinary Effects of Na- 
ture, as of Gun-powder, and of other Things 
which are apt to ſurprize us, when we come 
more cloſely to conſider them; my Brother took 
great delight in theſe Diſcourſes: But he was 
earneſt to know the proper Reaſons for every 
Thing, and as they are not all yet diſcovered. 
whenever my Father omitted telling him any, 
or elſe told him ſuch as are commonly al- 
lodged, and are no more (properly ſpeaking ) 
than meer put-off5, he would not be ſatisfied 
at that Rate; for he had always an admirable 
quickneb at diſcerning the 77» from the Falſe; 
and it may be affirmed at all Times and in all 
Things that Truth was the only Object of his 

Enqui» 


6) 

Enquiries, ſince he could never reſt fatisfied in 
any of them, till he knew for certain that he 
had a clear and perfect Notion of what he 
ſought after. Thus from his Childhood he 
could not give himſelf up to any Thing that 
did not appear evidently true, inſomuch that 
when he has not had good Reaſons' given him, 
he has ſtudied for them himſelf, and when 
once he had fixt upon a Point, he never quit- 
_ ed it, till he had found ſome Body that could 
give a ſatisfactory Account of the Matter. 
Once among other Times, when we were 
at Dinner, ſome Body at Table having ſtruck 
a China Plate with a Knife, he took Notice 
that it made a great ſound, but the Moment 
one's Hand was laid upon it, the ſound was 
huſh'd. He was that minute for know- 
ing the Cauſe, and one Experiment led him 
on to the making of many others upon Sounds : 
He at length made ſo many, and ſuch curious 
Remarks, that he compoſed a Treatiſe upon 
them at twelve Years old, which was found 
to be full of good and ſolid Reaſonings. , 

Ee. b 
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It was about this Age that his Genius fot 
Geometry began to appear, and that by ſo ex- 
traordinary an Adventure, that it deſerves, me- 
thinks, to be cxattly related in its minuteſt 
Particulars. 

My Father was a Man deeply Un ö 
the Mathematicks,, and had, by that means, con- 
tracted an Intimacy with the Perſons the moſt 
accompliſhed in thar Science: Their. viſits to 
him were very frequent; but as his deſign 
was to inſtruct my Brother in the Languages, 
and as he knew that the Science of the Aa- 
thematicks was a Science, which fill'd and im- 
ployed the whole Mind of its followers, he 
had a deſign that my Brother ſhould be kept 
from the leaſt Knowledge of it, for fear it 
ſhould make him negle& the Lain and other 
Tongues, in which he wiſhed to ſee him a 
compleat Maſter. . For. this Reaſon. he lock- 
ed up all his Books from him, that treated on 
thoſe Subjects, and would not ſo much as ſpeak 
of them to any of his Friends, when his Son 
was preſent ; this Precaution, however, did nor 

prevent 
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prevent the Child from having a Curioſity that 
ug, inſomuch that he would frequently beg 
my Father to teach him the Mathemaricks, but 
he as conſtanely refuſed him, promiſing him, 
however, that he would teach him in the end, 
by way of Recompence for his other Studies : 
He gave him Aſſurances, that, as ſoon as he had 
karnt the Zatin and the Greek, he ſhould then 
learn the other as he deſired. My Brother find- 
ing this Repulſe, asked him one Day, what that 
Science was, and of what it treated ? my Father 
told him in general Terms, that it was the man- 
ner of making Figures exactly, and of finding 
the Proportions between them, and forbid him, 
from that time forward, ever to ſpeak or think 
any more about it ; but his Spirit was too large 
to keep within theſe Bounds, and as ſoon as 
had made this ſingle Diſcovery, that the Aa 
wmaticks laid down the Methods of making Fi 
gures infallibly juſt and exact, his Mind was al- 
ways running upon this, at his Hours of 

tion; and being alone in a Hall, where he uſed 
to divert himſelf, he took a piece of Charcoal 
and 


[9 ] 


abe dee Squares of the Pavb- 
ment, trying the ways df making, for Exam- 
ple, a Circle perfectly round, a Triafigle, the 
Sides and the Angles whereof were equal, arid 
other Things of the like Nature ; all this he 
found our of himſelf, and he, afterwards, ſought 
for the Proportion of Figures among thei : 
But as my Father ever took a ſpecial Care to 
conceal all theſe Things from him, he did not 
know any of the Teims,or ſo much asthe com- 
mon Naines of them: He was therefors forced 
to frame Definitions of them out of his own 
Head: He called a Circle : a Ring, a Line 4 
Bar, and fo on: Aſter theſe Definitions, ke 
id himſelf dowh ſome Axiom, and fortiied 
from them at Length perfect Demonſtrationb. 
And as it is nituril in this Study to juinp from obe 
Diſcovery to another, he puſhed his Enquiries ſo 
far, that he arrived to the 32d Propoſition of the 
firſt Book of Exclid. Ohce, & he was very hard 
at it, my Father came into the Hall without his 
hearing hitn, and found bim {6 cloſely applied, 


thir it wss i pretty while before he perceived 
| © he 
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he was overlooked ; it is difficult to fy which 


of the two was the moſt ſurprized, whether 
the Soll to ſee his Father, who had ſo expreſsly 
forbid him ſuch Inquiries; or his Father to 
fee his Son in the middle of all thoſe Lines 
and Circles. Bur really the furprize of my Fa- 
ther grew greater, when he asked him what he 
was upon, and was anſwered by my Brother, 


that he was ſeeking after ſuch a Thing, which 
it ſeems was the very z2d Propoſition of che firſt 
Book of Emclid. My Father asked him what 
made him think of ſearching after that, he an- 


ſwered, becauſe he had previouſly found out ſuch | 


other Things as led him to the fearch of this. 


And when my Father ſtarted to him again the 
Hove Queſtion, how be came to find out thoſe 


Things; he told him ſome of the Demonſtra- 
tions which he had made, and in fine running 
his Leſſon backwards by the Names of Ex. 
and a Bar, he came to bis Definitions and, his 
Axioms. 


My Father wi 0 aſtonihed at 78 aſt * 
tent and Power of his Genius, that he left him 
withour 


r 

without ſpeaking ſo much a a Syllible morey 
and went directly to Monſieur Pulleur, who 
was his intimate Friend and Acquaintance, and 
a Perſon of deep Knowledge and profound Pe- 
netration. The Inftant he entred within his 
Doors, he ſtood there fixt and immoveable, 
like a Man in a tranſport; Monſieur Paulleur 
ſceing thut, and perceiving at the fame time, 
that ſome Tears dropp'd from his Eyes, was like- 
wiſe ſtruck with ſurprize, and begged him, with 
a great Concern, to conceal from him no longer 
the Cauſe of his Diſorder, My Father replied 
to him, I weep not for Sorrowv, but for Joy: 
Full well you know the Care I have taken to 
keep my Son from the Knowledge of Geometry, 
for fear of diverting his Thoughts from his 
other Studies; yer notwithſtanding that, do ſo 
much as look upon what he has performed. With 
thoſe Words he ſhewed him what he had found 
out, by which one may affirm that he had, 
in ſome meaſure, invented the Mathematichs ; 
_ Monſieur Paillewy was no lefs ſurprized than my 
Father had been before ; and told him he did 
C3 nor 


Gra 
not think twas giving him fair play 0 con, 
fine ſo great a Genius, or to conceal that Knows, 
ledge any Jonger from him, and ſtrenuouſiy iny 
ſiſted upon it, that he ought ta giye him a fre 
Vie of all Books of that kind. 

My Father agreed with him in theſe Sent 
ments, apd accordingly gave him Exclid's Ele- 
ments to cerd. at phe Hours of Recreation. ; 
He peruſed them by himſelf, and underſtood 
them all without ſtanding in necd of any Com- 
mentary or Explicatjon ; and while he ſtudied 
them, he began ro compoſe ſome Pieces hin- 
ſelf, and grew fo forward, that he went duly to 
all the Conferences which were held every 
Week at Paris, where all the Genu of that po- 
lite Metropolis aſſembled together, either to 
ſhow their own Performances, or to cxa- 
mine the Compoſitions of others. My Bro- 
ther maintained his Credit very well among 
them, as well in his Compoſitions, as at the 
Examinations; for he was one of thoſe, whop 
the moſt frequently brought thither Things 


i8tirely new and uncommon ; in thaſe Aſſem- 
de 


161 
blies they uſed to have Propoſitions to look 
aver, which were ſent from va, | Germany, 
and other foreign Countries, and they took his 
Advice upon all of them; every Student made 
it his Choice to conſult with, him, and to learn 
his Opinion : For he had ſuch a lively and 
quick Inſight into Things, that he has now 
and then happened to diſcover ſome Faults and 
Miſtakes, which had been overlooked by eve» 
ry Body elſe. However, he was never em- 
ployed in the Study of Geomerry, hut at his 
Hours of - Recreation ; for he learnt the Latin 
Tongue by thoſe Rules, which my Father 
made on purpoſe for. him ; but as he found 
that Science to be full of Truth, a Thing which 
he ſaught after with tlie greateſt Ardor, ſo he 
conceived: ſuch an inward Satisfaction in it, 
that the whole Bent of his Genius leaned that 
way, inſomuch that with the {mall time he was 
allowed to bend his Application that way, he 
advanced to ſuch a Degree, that at the Age of 
foxteen he compoſed 2 Treatiſe on Coniques, 
which paſt for a Work of ſo pr Ingenuity, 


that 


11 
chat it was. ad nothing ſo refined, nothing ſo 
exaked and ſublime had beer. ſeen —_—— 
of: Archimedes. 
e ae al for hg 
Alwe Work, that W in it =o 
always admirable. Vet the Printing of it at 
the time, when he, who had invented it, was 
not-ahove ſixteen Years old, would be a Cir- 
cumſtance, which would add mightily to the 
Beauty of the Performance. ' But as my Bro- 
ther nover had any paſſionare Deſire after Fame, 
he did not regard it up that Account, and ſo 
the Matter tongs _ the Work never af yay 

the Prefs, N Ne 
During all this we he continued day ſtu - 
dying the Latin and Greek, and, beſides that, at 
Table, and after Meals, my Father diſcourſed 
him ſometimes upon Tatil, ſometimes upon 
Phyfck, and the other Parts of Philoſophy ; and 
that was all he ever learnt of them, having 
hever been at a Coledge, nor ever having had 
any other Maſter for theſe, any more than for 
other 
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other Things. My Father, as any one may 
very well believe, took © ſingular Pleaſure in 
the great Progreſs, that my Brother made in all 
the Sciences ; ' but he did not happen to take 
Notice, that great and continual Applications 
in ſo tender an Age, might have a very. ill EF 
ſect upon his Health; and, in Truth, as ſoon 
as he arrived to the Age of Eighteen, it began 
to make a viſible Alteration in him, but the 
Inconveniencies, which he hitherto felt ſrom 
it, not being come to any great Head, did 
uſual Occupations; inſomuch that, by the 
time he came to be Nineteen, he invented the 
Arithmetical Machine, by which one may not 
only caſt up all ſorts of Accounts without Pen 
and Ink, but even work them without ſo much 
as knowing one ſingle Rule of ande and 
that too with. infallible Certaint 7/7). 

This Work was looked upon as a Thing 
perfectly new in Nature, to have brought, with- 
in the ſmall Compaſs of a Machine, an extenſive 
Science, which wholly ſubſiſts in the Intelbet, 


[226 
and to hive fotnd out a Method to work all its 
Operatiohs with full Certainty, and withour 
having any need of Reaſoning about then. 


This Work was a very great Fatigue to him, 
not by Reaſon of the Thought, or the Con- 


trivance of the Movement, which did not coft 
him much Trouble; but the Labour arid Pairls 
hy in bringing Workmen to comprehend all 
thoſe Things. He was nd leſs than two Years 
about it before he could bring it to the Pet- 
fection tis in at preſent. 

ZBut this Fatigue joined with the Tendet- 
nefs, into which he found his Conſtitution hatl 
been brought for ſome Years laſt paſt, threw 
him into Indiſpoſitions; that he could never 
after get rid of, and he has aſſured us ſome- 
titnes, that, from the Age of Eighteen; he ne- 
ver lived a Day without Pain. Theſe Indiſ- 
poſitions, however, did not always Attack hirh 
with equal Violence ; as ſoon as he got a Mo- 
ment Reſpite, or the leaſt Suſpence from Paiti, 
his induſtrious and unwearied Spirit ifnmediate- 
ly hurried him on to the frefh . 
thing new. | He 
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He was now arrived at the Age of Twenty- 
three, when having had a View of Torricelh's 
Works, he thereupon invented and reduced to 
practice ſeveral others, which bear the Name of 
his Experiments; particularly that concerning 
the Yacuwn, which proved fo clearly, that the 
Effects hitherto attributed to the Horrour of 
the Vacuum, are cauſed by the Gravity of the 
Air. This was the laſt Labour,,i in which he ap- 
plied his Mind to the Study of human Sciences; 
and tho' he found out the Roulette or Wheel 
afterwards, that does not in the leaſt contradict 
what I fay, becauſe he found it out, as 'twere, 
without the Coſt of Thinking, and in ſuch'a 
manner, as will make it plainly appear, that he 
was not at the Pains of any Application upon 
that Account, and this I ſhall ſhew more at 

large in its proper place. 
Immedistely after this 8 and be- 
fore he was quite Twenty-four Years of Age, 
the Divine Providence having put an Occaſion 
in his way, that obliged him to read Books of 
Piety and Devotion, God enlightned him fo 
D much 


[49 ] 


much by thoſe Lectures, that he ſtood perfect- 

by convinced, that the Chriſtian Religion ob- 
liges us to hve purely for God, and to have 
no other Object but him alone: And this 
Truth appeared to him fo evident, ſo neceſſa- 
Ty, and withal ſo profitable, that it put an end 
to all his Enquiries, infomuch that, from thence- 
forward, he immediately renounced all other 
Sciences, in order to apply himſelf wholly and 


' He had hitherto, by a particular Prote&ion 
of the Almighty, been preſerved from all the 
Sins incident to Youth, and, what is ſtill more 
ſtrange in a Man of ſuch a turn of Temper and 
Genius, he was never carried away into any 
Libertine Latitudes, with regard to Religion, 
having always kept his Curioſity within - the 
Bounds of natural Inquiries. He has told me 
more than once, that he reckoned it as a great 
Obligation, among the many others, which he 
owed to my Father, that having himſelf a ve- 
iy great Reverence for * * * in- 

6 Hired | 
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ſpired the fame Senſe of it into him in his very 
Childhood, and hid it down as a Rule, that 
whatever was an Object of Faith, could not be 
an Object of Reaſon, much leſs ought it to 
be ſubjected to the narrow Faculties of humane 
Underſtanding, Theſe Maxims, which were 
again and again repeated, and ſtrongly inculca- 
ted into him by a Father, for whom he had 
the higheſt Honour and Eſteem, and in whom 
he beheld an extenſive Knowledge, accompant- 
ed with a very clear and a very powerful Way 
of Reaſoning, made fo deep an Impreſſion in 
his Soul, that he was never in the leaſt ſtartled 
with the Diſcourſes, which are too faſhionable 
among Libertines and Free-T hinkers ; and fo ve- 
ry Young as he was, he looked upon them as 
a ſer of People miſſed by this falſe Principle, that 
Human Reaſon is above all T hings, and as mere Ig- 
norants of the very Nature of Religion : Th 
this Genius ſo prodigiouſly vaſt and fo extenſive- 
ly Comprehenſive, ſo abounding, and fo filled 
with Curioſities, which ſought with ſuchunwea- 
ried Toil and Diligence into the Cauſes of every 

Dz Thing 
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Thing, did ſubmit it {elf at the ſame time to 
all the Points of Religion, and like a Child he 
paid a blind Obedience to all its Dictates. This 
Simplicity reigned in him during the whole 
Courſe of his Life ; inſcmuch that, even after 
he had reſolved with himſelf to employ his 
Time in no other Study but that of Religion, 
he never applied himſelf to the curious Queſti- 
ons of myſtical Divinity, and he exerted all the 
Powers and Faculties of his Soul to learn and 
practice the Perfection of Chriſtian Morality. 
To this he conſecrated all the Talents which 
God had beſtowed upon him, and did nothing 
elſe, all the reſt of his Life, but meditate up- 
on the Law of God Night and Day. 

But though he did not turn his Head to the 
particular Study of ſcholaſtick Divinity, he 
was not however ignorant of the Deciſions of 
the Church againſt thoſe Hereſies, which had 
been invented by ſubtle Wits ; and 'rwas a. 
gainſt theſe forts of ſophiſtical Diſputants that 
he appeared a warm and lively Adverſary, 
and God Almighty gave him at that time an 


opportu- 


21 ] 
opportunity of demonſtrating his Zeal tor Re- 
ligion. 

- He was then at Roan, where my Father was 
employed in the King's Service; and a certain 
Perſon was there at the ſame time, who taught 
a Courſe of new Philoſophy, that took mighti- 
ly with all the curious. My Brother, after 
having been preſs d to go thither by two young 
Gentlemen his Friends, was at length prevailed 
upon, and was preſent at a Lecture; but they 
were extreamly ſurprized, that, amidſt the Diſ- 
courſe they had with that Profeſſor, . he, while 
he was laying down the Principles of his Phi- 
loſophy, ſhould draw from thence Conſequen- 
ces, upon Points of Faith, directly oppoſite to 
the Deciſions of the Church: He proved by 
his new Way of Reaſoning, that the Body of 
Jeſus Chriſt was not formed out of the Blood 
of the Holy Virgin, but out of ſome other 
Matter created expreſsly for that purpoſe, and 
advanced ſeveral other Things of the like Na- 
ture ; they would willingly have contradicted, 
and rough: him off from theſe Heterodox 

Nouons, 
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Notions, but he ſtuck obſtinately cloſe to what- 


ever he had aſſerted. Hence conſidering among 


chemſelves, how great the Danger was in let- 
ting a Man have the Liberty to inſtruct Youth, 
who was tainted himſelf with erroneous Senti- 
ments, they reſolved firſt friendly to admoniſh 


him, ard if he would not hearken to Admoni- 


tion, to make their Complaints in the next 
place, to ſuch proper Perſons, as might have 
ſome Influence and Power over him. | 
The Matter fell out juſt fo : For he deſpiſed 
their Admonitions to ſuch a Degree, that they 
look'd upon it to be a Point of their Duty, to 
declare the whole Aﬀait to Monſieur de Bellay, 
who, at that time, exerciſed the Epiſcopal Fun- 
ctions in the Dioceſs of Roar, under a Com- 
miſſion from the Lord Archbiſhop : Monſieur 
de Bellay ſent for the Man, and having put him 
to the Queſtion, he was impoſed upon by his 


making, inſtead of a direct Anſwer, an equi- 


vocal Confeſſion of Faith before him, which 
he Writ and Signed with his own Hand, and 
then expreſſed himſelf very ſlightingly, with re- 

gard 
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gard to the important Advices, which had been 
given him by the three young Men. 

However, as ſoon as they came to the ſight 
of that Confeſſion of Faith, they had its De- 
fas in their Eye immediately ; This obliged 
them to go as far as Gaillon aſter the Lord Arche 
biſhop himſelf, who, having made a ſtrict Exa- 
mination into all theſe Things, fund them to 
be of ſo great Importance, that, he ſent Lets 
ters-Patent to his Council, and laid his expreſs 
Order and Injunction on Monſicur de Bellay, 
to make that Profeſſor come to an open Re- 
tractation, as to all the Points or Articles, of 
which he ſtood accuſed, and to receive nothing 
from his Hands, but in Communication with 
thoſe Perſons, who made their Dechmtions a- 
gainſt him : This was executed accordingly, 
and he appeared before the Archbiſhopꝰs Coun- 
cil, and renounced all his Opinions : And one 
may with Reaſon ſay, that he was not unſin- 
cere in what he did, becauſe he never ſhewed 
the leaſt Gall againſt thoſe, who brought the 
Affair about; and really this is ſufficient to 


induce 


* 

induce any Body to believe, that the Profeſſor 
had deluded and deceived himſelf by the falſ# 
Concluſions which he had overhaſtily and un- 
| guard:dly drawn from falſe Principles: Again, 
it is very certain on the other Hand, that they 
had all along not the leaſt deſign of Harm a- 
gainſt him, nor any other View, than that of 
undeceiving him by himſelf, and of hindering 
him from ſeducing young People, who would 
'not have been capable of diſcerning Right from 
Wrong, and Truth from Falſchood in philoſo- 
phical Poſitions, that were couched with ſo 
much Subtilty. Thus this Matter ended very 
ſmoothly, and my Brother continuing more 
and more to ſeek out the ways of pleaſing God), 
his Zeal for the Chriſtian Religion grew fo 
Ardent before he was four and twenty, that it 
had an Effect upon the whole Family. Even 
my Father himſelf was not aſhamed to yicld to 
the Inſtructions of his Son; nay, from that 
time forward he embraced a more ſtrict Order 
of Liſe, and followed one continual Courſe of 
practical Virtue to the Day of his Death, and, 

| praiſe 
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praiſe be to the Almighty, he died ſuitably to 
what he lived, and made an end truly Chri- 
ſtian. My Siſter too, who wis happy in the 
Poſſeſſion of extraordinary Tilents, and who 
had from her Infancy remained in the uninter- 
rupted Etyoyment of a Reputation, which ve- | 
ry few Maids ever attain to; was ſo ſenſibly 
touched with my Brother's Diſcourſes, that ſhe 
reſolved to renounce all thoſe Advantages; which 
ſhe till theti had too dearly prized and valued, 
in order to dedicate her Perſon entirely to the 
Service of God, as ſhe did afterwards, Entring 
herſelf a Religious in a very Dev cut and very 
Auſtere Convent (called, Port- Royal i in the Fields) 
where ſhe made ſo good. a Uſe of the Quali- 
fications and Perfections, with which God was 
pleaſed to bleſs and adorn her, that they looked 
upon her to be equal to the moſt difficult Em- 
ployments, of. which ſhe. conſtantly acquitted 
herſelf with all imaginable Fidelity, and in that 
Holy Place. ſhe died, and made a very pious 
and exetnplary End on the Fourth of Offober 


1 661; being about the Age of Thirty-ſix, 
"R- Mean 
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Mean while my Brother, whom God uſed 
as his Inſtrument to bring about all theſe good 
Purpoles, laboured under continual Indiſpoſiti- 
ons, which grew upon him very faſt, and waxed 
every Day ſtronger and ſtronger. But, as, at thats 
time, He knew no other Science but Perfection, 
fo he found a vaſt Difference between this Stu- 
dy, and thoſe, that had occupied his whole 
Mind before : For inſtead of being retarded, 
as he muſt have been by theſe Indiſpoſitions, 
in the Progreſs of thoſe other Studies ; This, on 
the contrary, was teaching him Perfection even 
from thoſe very Indiſpoſitions themſelves; it 
taught him the practical Leſſon of that admirz- 
ble Patience, with which he underwent them 
all. I ſhall content my ſelf here with giving 
you but one Example. 

Among many other Inconveniencies, which 
he laboured under, this was one; that he was not 
able to ſwallow any Liquid, unleſs i it was made 
warm, neither could he do it then, any other- 
wile, than merely drop by drop: But as he Was, 


beſides that, very _— aggrieyed with an inſup- 
portable 


4. 
portable Pain in the Head, with an exceſſive 
Burning in his Bowels, and a large complicated 
Train of other Ails, the Phyſicians ordered 
him to Purge every other Day for three Months 
ſucceſſively ; and then were we forc'd to take 
the Medicines, and make them warm, and give 
him them down drop by drop, which may be 
very properly called undergoing the Torture ; 
ir indeed pained the Hearts of all thoſe, who 
were about him, and there was no Body but 
himſelf without Complaint. 

The continual Application of thoſe Reme- 
dies, together with ſome others, that were pra- 
ctiſed upon him, brought him ſome Relief, but 
reſtored him not to his perfect Health: Hence 
the Phyſicians came to be of Opinion, that, if 
he wiſhed an entire Re- eſtabliſiment, he muſt 
quit all Things, that required any Application of 
Thought, and take all the ways he could poſlibly 
find of unbending his Mind by Varieties of Di- 
verſion. My Brother had ſome Difficulty in 
yielding to this Advice, becauſe he at firſt appre- 
hended there was Danger in following it; but at 
E 2 laſt 


28 
laſt he complied, believing himſclf obliged in 
Conſcience, to do all he could, forthe Recovery 
of his Health; and began to imagine within him- 
ſelf, that honeſt Recreation could nor bring him 
into harm, and ſo he ventured out once again 
among the World. But, although, through 
the Mercy of God, he ever remained exempt 
from its Vices ; nevertheleſs, as the Divine Be- 
ing had given him a Call to greater Perfecti- 
ons, ſo would nor he, our of his ſingular Grace, 
permit him to continue in the World very 
long, but made uſe of my Siſter for the great 
End of recalling him back to himſelf and to pious 
Solitude, juſt as he had before made uſe of my 
Brother, when he was graciouſly pleaſed to 
have my Siſter retire from the alluymg En- 
gagements, which ſhe had met with on the 
publick Stage of Life. 
he was then a Religious, and Ed 2 Life ſo 
eminent for Sanctity, that ſhe edified all the 
Convent: Being in that State, ſhe with Pain 
beheld the Man, to whom, next under God, 
ſhe ſtood indebted for all the Heavenly Graces 
ſhe 
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ſhe enjoyed, remain himſelf out of the Poſs 
ſeſſion of rhoſe Graces 3 and, as my Brother 
made her frequent Viſits, ſo ſhe made him fre- 
quent Harangues upon that Subject, and this 
ſhe did at laſt with ſo much Force and Ener- 
gy, and yet wich ſo much winning and per- 
ſuaſive Sweetneſs at the ſame time, that ſhe 
prevailed upon him, juſt as he had at firſt pre- 
vailed on her, abſolutely to quit the World; 
and he accotdingly went into a firm Reſolution 
of bidding a final adieu to all publick Compa- 
ny, and of retrenching all the little unprofitable 
Superfluities of Liſe, even with the riſque of 
his Health; becauſe he thought Salvation pre- 
ferabl. to all Things, and the Health of the 
Soul intinitely more valuable than char of the 

Body, dat b apa 
He was now about thirty, groaning under 
daily Infirmities, and 'twas from that time, 
that he embraced the manner of Life, which he 
obſerved to the time of his Death. | 
In order the more compleatly to Compaſs this 
Deſign, and to break all the Habits he had con- 
trated, 
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tracted, he changed his Quarters, and went in- 
to the Country, where he made ſome ſtay ; and, 
when he was upon the Point of returning to 
Town, he gave fo ſtrong a Proof of his good 
Will to leave the World, that the World quit- 
red him; and he ſettled the Rules of his Life 
during this Retreat, upon theſe great and cardi- 
nal Maxims, iz. to renounce all Pleaſures and 
Al Superfluities ; and, in the Practice of theſe, 
he ſpent the Remainder of his Days. The 
better to ſucceed in his manner of Retrenching, 
he began from that Moment, and continued 
ever after to do the Buſineſs of his Servants 
himſelf, as far as he was able. He made his 
own Bed, he went down for his Dinner to the 
Kitchin, and only juſt kept a Servant to dreſs 
Things for him, to go to Market, to run on 
Errands about the Town, and for a few other 
Things, which twas abſolutely impoſſible for 
him-to do. His whole Time was fpent in 
Prayer, and in Reading the Holy Scriptures, 
and in this he took incredible Delight ; he uſed 
to ſay that the Vaultage of the ſacred Writings 
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was not a Science of the Head, but of the Heart, 
that it was #or ſo much as barely zntelligible; but 
only to thoſe, who had an #pright Heart, and that 
all Others could not meet with any Thing there, 
but Darkneſs and Obſcurity. 
This was the Diſpoſition, with — he 
read the Scriptures, renouncing all the Lights 
that could ariſe from his own Genius; and to 
theſe Heavenly Lectures he fo cloſely applicd 
himſelf, that he had them all by Heart; fo that 
lit was impoſſible to pur a falſe Quoration upon 
him ; for if you ſpoke but a Syllable | to him in 
that way, he would poſitively aver, This is 
»ot; or That is in the Holy Scriptures, and then 
immediately would denore preciſely the very 
place where the Words were to be found. He read 
likewiſe all the Commentaries with great Care; 
and that reſpect for Religion, in which he was 
educated from early Childhood, was now chang- 
ed into a ſenſible and ardent Love for all the Prin- 
ciples and Points of Faith, whether they were 
thoſe, that regard the Submiſſion of the Spirit, or 
thoſe, that regard our Practice in n the World, in 
which 
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Which all Religion may be ſaid to terminate; and 
this Love made him Labour, without Intermiſſi- 
on, to overthrow every Thing, that might poſſi- 
bly riſe up in Oppoſition to thoſe ſacred Truths. 

Eloquence was his, by the Gift of Nature; 
which made him ſhew a wonderful Facility 
in uttering whatever his fancy dictated; but to 
this powerful Faculty he added the Force of 
Rules, of which I have not yet got a proper 
and full Account, and which he made Uſe of 
to ſo great an Advantage, that he was a perfect 
Maſter of Style; he was not only able to ex- 
preſs whatever he could wiſh, bur to expreſs it 
juſt in the very mmer he could wiſh likewiſe ; 


-and his Diſcourſe never failed of having its de- 


fired Effect. The mamer of his in Writing 
ſo natural and lively, fo conciſe and yet fo pi- 
thy at the ſame time, was ſo peculiar and ſo 
ptoper to him alone, that, as ſoon as the Pro- 
vincial Letters were ſeen Abroad in the World, 
it was as plainly ſeen, that they came from his 
Hand, notwithſtanding all the mighty Precau- 
tions he took to keep them concealed, eveti 

from 


33 


from his moſt intimate Friends. It was much 
about this Time, that it pleaſed Almighty God. 
to heal my Daughter of a Fiſtula Lachrymalis, 
which had advanced upon her to, that Degree, 
within the Space of three Years and an half, 
that the ſanious Matter iſſued not only thro' 
the Child's Eye, but thro' its Noſe, and its 
Mouth; and this Fiſtula was of ſo dangerous a 
Kind, that the Chirurgeons of the greateſt A- 
biliry i in Paris judged it to be incurable ; how- 
ever, cured ſhe was, and that all in one ſingle 
Moment of time, by the Touch of a Holy 
Thorn ; this was generally received as a Mira- 
cle, by all the World, the Truth of it having 
been firſt atteſted by very great Phyſicians, 
and the ableſt Chirurgeons.in France ; and what 
is ſtill more, avowed to be Authentick by 2 
ſolemn Approbation of the Church. - 
My Brother was ſenſibly touched with this 
—— Act of Indulgence from the Almigh- 
ty, which he looked upon as done to himſelf, 
becauſe ir was beſtowed upon one, who, be- 
ſides her Proximity in Blood to him, was like- 
Ry F wife 
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wiſe his ſpiritual Daughter in Baptiſm ; and it 
Was an extream Conſolation to him, to ſee, 
that God manileſted himſelf fo clearly, at a timey 
when Faith appeared, as it were, extinguiſhed 
in the Hearts of the Majority of Mankind : 
The Joy he conceived from hence was fo great, 
that it penetrated into his very inmoſt Soul, ir 
occupied his whole Mind, and God graciouſly 
taking him in that Diſpoſition, inſpired him 
with an infinire Number of admirable Thoughts 
concerning Miracles, which giving him freſh 
Lights into Religion, redoubled in him that 
Love, and that Reſpect, which he had ever en- 

tertained for it before, | 
This was the very Occaſion, which firſt 
made him appear to have ſuch an extream De- 
fire, as he had, of labouring torefure the princi- 
pal Errors and falſe Reafonings of the Arheiſts ; 
he had ſtudied them with the niceſt Care, and 
exerted all his Faculties to find out proper Me- 
diums for their Conviction. To this good 
Work he entirely dedicated himſelf ; the laſt 
Year of his Labours was wholly employed in 
Collecting 
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collecting various Reflections on this Subject: 

But God. who had inſpired him with this De- 

ſign, and with all his Thoughts, permitted 

him not to bring it to full Perfection for — 
ſons, that are unkhown to us. 

However, his eſtranging himſelf from the 
World, though it was a Method of Life which 
he ſcrupulouſly obſerved, did not hinder him 
from ſeeing very frequently Perſons of great 
Talents, and diſtinguiſhed Quality, who, having 
likewiſe ſome Thoughts of Retirement, viſited 
him for his Council; and when they had 
asked it, followed it exactly; neither did it 
make him decline the Converſation of others, 
who labouring in ſome Doubts upon Points of 
Faith, and knowing that he had great Lights in 
thoſe Matters, came to conſult with him about 
them ; and theſe likewiſe never failed of going 
away well fatisfied : Very many of theſe Per- 
ſonages, who are Living, do in a moſt Chri- 
ſtian- like Manner acknowledge to this Day, that 
it is to his Advice, to his Counſels, and to thoſe 
Lights which they received from him, that they 
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ſtand indebted for almoſt all the good Works, 
which they are capable to perform. 
The Converſations he found himſelf * 
quegtly engaged in. ahough they al turned 
upon Charity, left him not, however, without 
ſome Apprehenſion, that he might meet with 
ſome Danger from them; but then again, as he 
could not in Conſcience refuſe the Aſſiſtances, 
which ſome Perſons de ſired at his Hands, ſo he 
found out a Remedy againſt the Danger. This 
Remedy conliſted in ſome bodily Mortificati- 
ons, Which he conſtantly exerciſed, whenever 
he found the laſt Diſpoſition in himſelf to in- 
dulge any Pleaſure ; For as Superfluity was a 
- Thing that he utterly renounced on the one 
Hand; ſo the Pleaſures, and all the little Grati- 
ſications of humane Appetites were by him 
counted to be more than inconfiderable Ene- - 
mies, that he was reſolved to ſubdue with the 
utmoſt Auſterity and Rigour. 
It was thus he ſpent five Years. of his Life, 
from thirty to thirty-five, working without In- 
termiſſion for God, for his Neighbour, and 
for 
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for himſelſ, and endeavouring to grow daily 
more and more perfect; and one may, in ſome: 
Meaſure, affirm, this was the whole time, that 
he might be properly ſaid to live; for the four 
other Years, which God was pleaſed to be- 
Row upon him afterwards, were one continual 
Courſe of Infirmities, under which he lan- 
guiſhed ; this was not to be called a Sickneſs, 
that was newly come upon him, but rather a 
redoubling of the great Indiſpoſitions, to which 
he had been Subject from his Vouth. He was 
now attacked with ſo much Violence, that he 
was forced to yield, and obliged to bend be- 
neath the Strength of the Diſcaſe; and, du- 
ring the whole time, he was diſenabled from 
employing himſelf at all, even ſo much as a ſin- 
gle Moment, about the great Work, which he 
had undertaken for Religion, and from aſſiſt- 
ing, either hy Word of Mouth, or by Wri- 
ting. thoſe Perſons, wo came to him fpr Ad- 
vice; his deſires indeed v ere very ſtrongly 
bent to ſatisfy them in their Requeſts, but his 
Sickneſs and his Pains were too ſtrong for his 
Deſircs. This 
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This Relapſe of his began from a racking 
Tooth-ach, which utterly deprived him of the 
Benefit of Sleep, and would never let him fo 
much as cloſe his Eyes: During theſe Noctur- 
nal Watchings, there came unexpectedly into 
his Head, ſome Projects concerning the Uſe of 
the Roulette or Wheel. The firſt Thought 
being followed by a ſecond, and that again by 
a third, and fo on to an infinite Multitude of 
Ideas, which all went after one another in due 
and regular Succeſſion, diſcovered to him (in 
his own Deſpight, as I may ſay) all thoſe 
Secret's, at which he himſelf was mightily ſur- 
prized. But as he had a long while before 
then, renounced all Sciences and Studies of that 
Kind, he had not ſo much as a Thought of 
committing them to Paper: However, having 
occaſionally mentioned it to a Perſon for whom 
he had the greateſt Deference in every kind of 
Thing, and to whom he paid mighty Reſpect 
and conſtant Acknowledgments for that Affe · 
tion and Friendſhip, with which he honoured 
him'; that Perſon, who was as conſiderable for 

his 
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his Picry, as for the eminent. Qualities of his 
Mind, and the Greatneſs of his Birth, judged 
it proper, that a right Uſe ſhould be made 
of it, for the Good and Emolument of Man- 
kind, and accordingly cauſed it to be Printed 
and Publiſhed. 

It was only at that Time he wrote, and he 
wrote ir in extream Haſte within abour eight 
Days: for the Printers were kept hard at Work at 
the ſame time, and he furniſhed two of them up- 
on two different Treatiſes at once, without ever 
having any other Copy but that, which went 
to the Preſs; all which we knew nothing of till 
ſix Months afterwards. | 

Mean while his Illneſs continuing very cloſe 
upon him, without allowing him ſo much as 
one Moment's Eaſe, reduced him, as I faid, to 
that low Condition, that he was not able to 
Work any more, or in a manner to ſee the Face 
of any living Mortal ; but if it hindred him 
from ſerving the Publick, and ſome particular | 
Friends, {till it proved not a Diſadvantage to 
his own Perſon ; he went through all the Pangs 
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of the Diſtemper with ſuch a ſweet Peace, with 
ſuch a perfect Tranquillity of Mind, with ſuch 
incredible Patience, that there is good Reaſon to 
believe, it was the Deſign of the Almighty to per- 
fe& him by theſe means, and to render him juſt 
ſuch, as he would have him appear at the laſt 
Great Day, before his Divine Preſence : For, 
during all this long Sickneſs, he never once loſt 
Sight of his firſt great Purpoſes ; retaining ever 
in his Mind theſe two Heroick Maxims, to re- 
nounce all Pleaſure, and hy aſide all Superflui- 
ty. Theſe he practiſcd in the very Heighth 
of the Malignity, keeping a continual Watch 
and Guard upon all his Senſes, and abſolutely 
refuſing to them every Thing, which was a- 
greeable to their Reliſh : And, when Neceſſity 
laid him under a Conſtraint of doing ſome- 
thing, which would probably yield him a little 
Satisfaction, he had a wonderful Art of putting 
it out of his Mind, in order to fave That from 
having any Share in the Delight: For exam- 
ple, his continual Pains obliging him to feed a 
a little delicately, he would take wondrous Care 
not 
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hat to palate or dwell upon the Taſte of what 
he eat; and we have taken Notice, that, let us 
be at what Pain or Trouble we would. in con- 
triving « a proper and agreeable Diſh ſor him, 
by Reaſon of the frequent Diſtaſtes, which the 
Weakneſs of his Stomach made him ſubject to, 
he would never ay, Thisor That isa gd Thing. 
And again, when we have got him any freſh 
Rarity, that was according to the Seaſon of the 
Year, if any of us a ked him after he had made his 
repaſt, whether lie liked it, ind thought it good: 
He would very plainly and innocently Anſwer, 
Tow ſhould have put me in Mind of it before, for 
I vow did not take ſo much Notice of it ai to re- 
member it now. And when any Body happen- 
ed to admire the Excellency of any Dith in his 


Preſehce, he was not able to endure it; he cal- . 


led that being ſenſual to an enormous Degree, 
even although the Diſh ſpoken of, were no 
more than 4 common Diſh ; becauſe, ſaid he, 
tis a plain Indication, that ſuch Perſons eat for 
no other End, but to pleaſe the Palate, which is 
always ſinful: 
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| To avoid falling into this Temptation, he 
would never ſuffer any Sauces or Ragouts, to 
be made for him, he would not admit ſo much 
a5 the Juice of an Orange to come near his Ta- 
ble, or any Thing elſe that was to provoke and 
excite, or to quicken the Appetite, though 
he had naturally a liking to all thoſe Things: 
And the better to keep himſelf within due 
Bounds, he had, from the very beginning 
of his Retreat, conſidered, what would be 
proper for his Stomach ; and, after that, he 
laid down ſuch ſtated Rules concerning all his 
ſuture Meals, that, let his Appetite be what it 
would, he never went beyond them, and, let 
him have what diſtaſte he would to his Food, 
he had obliged himſelf to eat it; and, when 
any Body asked him the Reaſon, why he put 
himſelf under ſuch Reſtraints, he would make 
Anſwer, that it was the Buſineſs of the Sto- 
mach he had principally to mind, and not to 
conſult the demands of his Appetite, 
In the Mortification of his Senſes, he did not 
only proceed fo far as to retrench them of eve- 


4 


[ 43 ] 

ry Thing in Nature, that could yield them 
any agreeable Satisfaction: No; he went much 
further ſtill, and would never refuſe them any 
Thing that was grating, harſh, diſreliſhing, or 
any ways diſpleaſing to them, whether at his 
Meals, or at his Phyſical Potions he was to ſwal- 
low. He took all Sorts of Medicines for four 
whole Yearstogether, and never ſhewed the leaſt 
diſtaſte : He took every Thing that was pre- 
ſcribed him for his Health, and Things that 
were counted the moſt difficult, were not diffi- 
cult to him: And orice when I was ſpeaking 
of my being ſurprized, that he never ſhewed 
the leaſt Loathing, or ſo much as a Diſinclina- 
tion to his Phyſick ; he was pleaſed to look 
with a ſmiling Countenance upon me, and to ſay 
that he could not for the Life of him appre- 
hend, how any Body ſhould ſhow the leaſt 
Repugnance againſt a Medicine when he was 
voluntarily taking it, becauſe in this there was 
neither Violence nor Surprize, the two only 
Things that ought to produce ſuch an Effect. 
This was his way of Practice, and it was thus 

„ he 
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de exerciſed the Works of Mortification with- 
out ceaſe. 5 

He had fo great a Love for Poverty, or 
he kept it always preſent before his Eyes; 
ſomuch, that when he had a Mind to enter 
upon any new Undertaking, or when he was 
applied to by any Body for his Counſel and 
Advice; the very firſt Thought that came in- 
to his Head turned upon this Point, whether 
there was any room for practiſing the true $pi- 
rit of Poverty. 

One of the Things upon which he exami- 
ned his Conſcience the moſt ſtrictly, was, 
whether he had any ſecret Inclination to cheriſh 
that fond defire which Men uſually have of ex- 
celling in every Thing, of getting themſelves 
ſeryed in all Things by the beſt and choiceſt 
of Workmen, and the like. He could not bear 
to ſee Men run up and down ſweating and toil- 
ing, and making i it the Pains and Buſineſs of 
their Lives to hunt out ſor all the niceſt Con- 
venicncies and Accommodations, in a thouſand 
Fifferent Circumltapces, that People in the 
| | World 
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World are apt to do without the leaſt Scrue 
ple. But he had not the ſame way of judg- 
ing with the common Part of Mankind, and 
would be frequently telling us, that there was 
nothing ſo likely to extinguiſh the Spirit of 
Poverty, as that curious and earneſt way of 
longing and gaping after ones own Intereſt and 
Convenience, and entertaining what the World 
calls no more than a decent Pride of ſtriving 
always with a kind of Emulation to out-do 
other People, and to have the beſt and the 
choiceſt Things in their Kind: And as to 
Handycraft's-men, he uſed ro fay, we ought 
always to pitch upon the moſt indigent, and to 
have a greater Regard for the Honeſty of the 
poor Workman, than for ſome of thoſe rare 
Niceties and Excellencies in Handicraft, that 
are ſcarce ever. either neceſſary or profitable. 
He would now and then cry out, as it were, 
by way of Holy Aſpiration, Ah ! That 1 had 
kut a Heart as poor as is my Mind, then ſhould I 
be truly happy.: For 1 an thoroughly perſuaded, 
that Poverty is a vaſt Step towards Salvation. 

9 That 
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That cloſe Attachment, which he had for 
Poverty, made him love the Poor to ſuch 
Degree of Tenderneſs, that he never had 
the Power to reſuſe an Alms, even when 
he was driven to the ſtraight of pinching and 
ſparing it out of his own Neceſſaries: This 
happened pretty frequently to be his Caſe, for 
he had but a ſlender Income, and was obliged at 
the fame time, on the Account of his Illneſs, to 
be at an Expence, which exceeded his Revenue. 
But whenever any Body offered to make him 
any Remonſtrances on this Head, when he was 
parting with a conſiderable Sum for Alms, he 
would be a little chafed at it, and ſay with ſome 
Warmth, J have made one I hing my conſtant Re- 
mark , and it is this, Let any Man be as poor as he 
will, he abvays leaves ſomething behind him, when he 
comesto Die. By theſe means he had now and then 
run out ſo much before hand, that he has been 
reduced to take up Money upon Intereſt, be- 
cauſe he had given away all he had to the Poor, 
and when that was done, he would not impor- 
tune his own Friends for a ſupply. 


As 


[ 47 ] 


As ſoon as the Affair relating to the Hackney 
Coaches was Eſtabliſhed, he. told me he would 
procure a thouſand Livres to be advanced upon 
his Share, by thoſe, whowere for Farming it, and 
with whom they were then treating, provided 
they ſhould: agree and ſtrike the Bargain, in 
order to be ſent and diſtributed among the 
poor People of Blois ; and when I told him 
that the Matter was not ſure enough of be- 
ing concluded for him to venture ſuch Lengths 
with any tolerable Security, and thar it would 
be proper to wait the Iſſue of another Year ; 
he immediately made anſwer, that he could 
not perceive any great Inconveniency in that 
for, in Caſe they proved to be Loſers by 
it, he would make it up to them out of 
his own Pocket, and he did not care to ſtay 
another Year, becauſe the Neceſſities of the Poor, 
were too preſſing to admit of delaying the Cha- 
rity ſo long. But as theſe Perſons would not 
come into the Agreement, he was diſabled from 
putting that good Work in Execution, by 
which, however, he made it phinly Appa- 
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tent, how much he loved that Spirit of Po- 
yerty, which he had fo frequently inculca- 
ted among us; and ſhewed very clearly that 
he did not cover Wealth for any other end, 
but that of aſſiſting the Needy ; ſince the Mi- 
nute that Providence gave him ſome Hopes of 

becoming the Maſter of any . he began 
to diſtribute it; nay, he even advanced it to 
others, before he was thronghly ſecure of arly 
ſuch new Acquiſitions. 

His Charity towards the Poor was always 
very great and extenſive, but, towards the lat- 
ter end of his Life; he redoubled it, and was 
Intent upon doing Acts of Beneficence to ſuch 
a Degree, that T could not fitid out a better | 
way of pleaſing him, than by makitig it the 
Subject of my Diſcourſe. He was perpetually 
exhorting me for four Years together, to de- 
dicate my ſelf to the Service of the Poor, and 
to breed up my Children in the fame charitable 
Diſpoſition ; and when I told him, I feared it 
might divert me too much from the Care of 


my Family ; he uſed ro ſay, That it was no- 
thing 
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thing but the want of a hearty good Will, and 
that, as there were ſeveral Degrees in the Proſe- 
cution of that Virtne, one might eaſily Practice it 
in ſuch a Way, as would not in the leaſt interfere 
with ones domeſtich Affairs : He ſaid it was the 
general Vocation of every Chriſtian whatſo- 
ever; and that there was no Need of any par- 
ticular Mark to know if one had a call to it 
from above, becauſe it is an unconteſted Truth, 
that it is a Duty incumbent upon all the Faith- 
ful; he uſed to inſiſt, that it was the very Ar- 
ticle upon which Jeſus Chriſt was to judge the 
World; and that if we ſeriouſly reflected how 
the ſole Omiſſion of this one ſingle Virrue 
might be the Cauſe of our Damnation, rh 
Thought alone would be ſufficient to make us 
diveſt our ſelves of every worldly Thing about 
us, provided we had but our Breaſts furniſhed 
with a lively Faith; he would further urge, 
that frequenting the Poor was a Thing in its 
ſelf highly uſeful and profitable ; becauſe, after 
the continual Proſpect of the daily Miſeries, 
under which they groan quite Comfortlefs of 

1 & Heart, 
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Heart, after beholding, them when in the very 


} xtremitics of Sickneſs and Anguith, quite de- 
ſtitute of common Neccſlarics, a Man's Hearts 
aſter ſo pitiful and ſo moving a Scene, mult be 
as hard as the very Flint not to melt, not to re- 
lent ſo far, at leaſt, as voluntarily and rcadily 
to deprive it ſelf of mere unprofitable Enjoy- 
ments and ſuperfluous Delights, in order to 
adminiſter ſome Alms, ſome Help and Comſort 
to the Needy, the Afflicted, and the Sor- 
row ful. | 

All theſe Diſcourſes moved us very much, 
and brought us ſometimes to the propoſing of 
certain Methods, and ſtudying out Ways and 
Means how a general Fund might be eſtabliſh- 
ed, for the Relief of the Poor, by which am- 
ple Proviſion might be made to Supply all their 
Neceſſities, but he would never come into any 
ſuch Mcaſures. He did not at all reliſh that 
Propofal ; he told us we were not called to do 
a general Act, but were indiſpenſably obliged 
to do particular Acts of Charity, and he ſirmly 
believed the manner the moſt aprecable to Al- 


mighty 


+ me 
mighty God, would be to ſerve the Needy 
and Indigent in a poor and humble Way, (that 
is to fay,) every one according to his own A- 
bilities, without embroiling and filling the Mind 
with thoſe great Deſigns, which favoured ve- 
ry much of Pride, and ſeemed to ſhew, that 
ſuch Perſons hankered after that deſire of excel- 
ling the reſt of Mankind, which he blamed up- 
on all Accounts, without Exception. 


It was not becauſe he-found fault with eſta- 
bliſhing great Hoſpitals ; on the contrary, he 
loved ſuch Acts of Charity to the very Heart 
and Soul of him, as he has given us very good 
Reaſon to believe from his own laſt Will and 
Teſtament : But what he moſtly inſiſted up- 
on was, that thoſe great Undertakings were re- 
ſerved for ſome certain Perſons, whom God had 
ſet particularly apart for that very purpoſe, and 
whom he ſcemed viſibly to conduct and to 
lead, as it were, by the Hand to thoſe Acts of 
pious Magniſicence, and that it was not the 
general Vocation of all the World, though it 

H 2 certainly 
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certainly is /o to beſtow ſome PRE or daily 
Alms upon the Poor, 

This was part of the Inſtructions he gave 
us, in order to reconcile us to the Practice of 
this Virtue, which took up ſo much room in 
his Heart; tis, as I may fay, a little sketch in 
Miniature, which gives us ſome Notion of the 
Greatneſs and Extent of his Charity. Neither 
was his Purity inferior to his Charity, and ſuch 
was the profound Reſpect which he entertain- 
ed for this Virtue too, that he ſtood perpetual- 
ly upon his Guard, in order to fave this Vir- 
tue, Which is of ſo delicate a Complexion, 
from being wounded in the leaſt, either in him- 
ſelf or other Perſons ; it is really incredible 
how nice and exact he was in this Point. ( 
was always under a kind of Dread and Awe, 
upon this Account, whenever I was near him : 
For he would now and then find out an op- 
portunity of running over again ſome of the 
Words and Expreſſions, that might drop un- 
guarded from my Mouth, in the common and 


ordinary Courſe cf * and which I thought 
perfectly 
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perfectly innocent, till he has afterwards made 

me ſee their Defetts; and I am confident I 

ſhould never have'thonght there was any harm 

in them, if it had not been for his Admoniti- 

ons. For Example, if at any time I chanced 

to ſay, that J had beheld a fine and beautiful 

Woman, he would be angry and chide me, 

ſaying, that T ought never to hold ſuch idle 
Diſcourſes before Servants and young People, 
becauſe I could not be ſenfible what ſtrange 
Ideas I might poſſibly excite in their Minds 
by that means. He could not bear to ſee the 
ſoft Careſſes and Embraces, that paſſed even 
between me and my Children, and he uſed to 
defire me to break them of that fond Cuſtom, 
alledging it could end in nothing elſe but ſpoil- 
ing them: And that one might ſhew ones 
Tenderneſs in a thouſand other Ways. Theſe 
were the Inſtructions I had from him on this 
Head; and from hence it is eaſy to form a 
Judgment, how vigilant he was for the Pre- 
ſervation of Purity, both in himſelf and other 

People. 
He 
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He met with an Accident, about three 
Months before he died, that was a very palpa- 
ple Proof of his ſingular Purity, and of his 
extenſive Goodneſs and Charity at the ſame 
time: As he was coming one Day from hear- 
ing Prayers at the Church of St. Sulpice, who 
ſhould accoſt him but a very young Girl 
about fifteen Years of Age, (that was beautt- 
ful to a dangerous Degree,) and ſhe begged an 
Alms of him: He was inwardly touched at 
beholding ſuch a real Object of Compaſſion, 
ſuch a young Creature fo; publickly expoſed, 
and to fuch eminent Peril of being one Day or 
another ſeduced from her Virtue, and robbed 
of her Honour : He asked her who ſhe was, 
and what had brought her to the miſerable Con- 
dition of being forced to beg her Bread ; and 
learning from her, that ſhe came out of the 
Country, and that her Father was dead, and 
her Mother fallen ſick, and carried that ve- 
ry Day to the Hlareldieu, he believed that God 
had directed her to him in that Inſtant of time, 
when ſhe began to ſtand in need of his Relief: 


Upon 


[ 55 ] 
Upon that he took her along with him with- 
out more ado to a Seminary, and put her into 
the Hands of a good old Prelate, and, after 
furniſhing him with ſome Money for her uſe, 
conjured him to take particular Care of her, 
-and to put her in ſome way of Learning, how 
to regulate her Conduct, and to be ſure, in pity 
to her Youth and Unexperience, to place her, 
where ſhe might be with the greateſt Security 
to her Perſon, | 
In order to Comfort her ſtill more amidſt 
the Care and Affliction, under which ſhe la- 
boured, he told her the next Day he would 
ſend her a Woman to buy her ſome Cloaths, 
and all other Neceſſaries, that would fit her to 
go into ſome Lady's Service: Accordingly on 
the very next Day he ſent a Woman to her, 
ho, in concert with the good old Prelate, did 
her endeavours fo effectually, that, aſter they 
had got her cloathed, they put her in a very 
pood Way to live. T lus Lccleſiaſtick inqui- 
ring of the Woman what the Gentleman's Name 
was, who did this charitable Act, ſhe made 
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He met with an Accident, about three 
Months before he died, that was a very palpa- 
ble Proof of his ſingular Purity, and of his 
extenſtve Goodneſs and Charity at the fame 
time : As he was coming one Day from hear- 
ing Prayers at the Church of St. Sulpice, who 
ſhould accoſt him but a very young Girl 
about fifteen Years of Age, (that was beauti- 
ful to a dangerous Degree,) and ſhe begged an 
Alms of him: He was inwardly touched at 
beholding ſuch a real Object of Compaſſion, 
ſuch a young Creature ſo publickly expoſed, 
and to fuch eminent Peril of being one Day or 
another ſeduced from her Virtue, and robbed 
of her Honour : He asked her who ſhe was, 
and what had brought her to the miſerable Con- 
dition of being forced to beg her Bread ; and 
learning from her, that the came out of the 
Country, and that her Father was dead, and 
her Mother fallen ſick, and carried that ve- 
ry. Day to the Hoteldien, he believed that God 
had direfted her to him in that Inſtant of time, 
when ſhe began to ſtand in need of his Relief: 


Upon 
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Upon that he took her along with him withs 
out more ado to a Seminary, and put her into 
the Hands of a good old Prelate, and, after 
furniſhing him with ſome Money for her uſe 
conjured him to take particular Care of her, 
and to put her in ſome way of Learning, how 
to regulate her Conduct, and to be ſure, in pity 
to her Youth and Unexperience, to place her, 
where ſhe might be with the greateſt Security 

to her Perſon. BS: 
In order to Comfort her ſtill more amidſt 
the Care and Affliction, under which ſhe la- 
boured, he told her the next Day he would 
ſend her a Woman to buy her ſome Cloaths, - 
and all other Neceſſaries, that would fit her to 
go into ſome Lady's Service: Accordingly on 
the very next Day he ſent a Woman to her, 

v-hoy in concert with the good old Prelate, did 
her endeavours ſo effectually, that, after they 
had got her cloathed, they put her in a very 
pood Way to live. T lus Eccleſiaſtick inqui- 
ring of the Woman what the Gentleman's Name 
was, who did this charitable Act, ſhe made 
Anſwer, 


364 
. Anſwer, that ſhe had not a Commiſſion to tell 
him any Thing of that kind; but that ſhe 
would come and wait on him from time to 
time, and join with him in providing for the 
NMeceſſities of the young Maid whenever there 
ſnould be Occaſion: Then the Prieſt intreated 
of her that ſhe would get the Gentleman's 
Leave to diſcloſe his Name to him; and, added 
he, I ill promiſe you I will not open my Lips 
about him during his Life-time : But if it ſhould 
Pleaſe Almighty God, that he ſhould die before me, 
I will take particular Care to publiſh this Action 
to the World : For it is really ſo very hadſomely 
done, it is an Action ſo beautiful in its kind, that 
J cannot bear the thoughts of its being buried in 
Oblivion. Thus from this one Accidcnt, that 
honeſt Eccleſiaſtick judged, without having 
any Acquaintance with him, how great was 
his Charity, and how vaſt the Affection he 
had for the Virtue of Purity. 

My Brother had an unſpeakable Tenderneſs 
for all his Family; but that Af--n never 


went ſo far as what we call an Attachment to 
the 


[ 57 ] 
the Perſons of this World. He gave a very 
lively Proof of this upon the Death of my 
Siſter, which happened to be about ten Months 
| before his own ; when he firſt received tHe 


News 6f it, he faid not a Syllable more or lefs - 


than this : God of his infinite Grace and Mercy 
rant we may make fo good an End. He always 
kept himſelf in perfect Submiſſion and entite 
Reſignation to tlie Orders and Decrees of D!- 
vine Ptovidehce, without ever afterwards ma- 
kitig any Remark or Reflection, unleſs it was 
upon the greit Favours, that God ſhewed my 


Siſter in her Life-time, and upon the Circum- 


ſtances of Time when ſhe died ; all which 
made him frequently cry out with pious Ar- 
dour : Happy thoſe who die, provided they die in 
dur Lord! When he ſaw, that I was continual- 
ly lamentitig my great Loſs of her; and that 1 
took it ſo much to Heart, he really chid me 
ſeverely for it, and told me it was not at all well 
done of me, to be troubled at the Death of 
the Juſt; but that, on the contrary, I ought tb 
bleſs and praiſe God, for having fo immenſely 
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tecompenced the little Services, that ſhe had reti- 
dred him in her Life-time. : 

This ſhews, that he had no worldly Artach- 
ment to thoſe, whom he loved If he had been 
attached to any Body breathing, he certainly 
would have been /o to my Siſter, becauſe ſhe 
was, of all the World, the particular Perſon, 
whom he the moſt dearly loved. Burt he did 
not ſtop here ; he not only avoided having ar 
Attachment for other Perſons, but was utterly 
averfe from having any Body thew an Attach- 
ment for him. I ſpeak not cre of dangerous 
and criminal Attachments, becauſe the very 
Notion of that would be groß, and 'tis what 
all the World in general agrecs upon to be an 
odious and a hateſul Thing, but I ſpeak of 
thoſe Kinds of Friendſhip, that are the moſt 
innocent in Nature: He would not even let 
them take Root too far, either in his own 
Breaſt, or in the Hearts of other People, for 
fear they ſhould ſhoot out into Branches, that 
would prove luxuriant and irregular. Mean 


while, in as much as I was wholly a Stranger to his 


Sentiments 
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Sentiments of this kind : I was quite ſurpriſed, 
and perfectly diſcouraged at the Rebukes he 
would give me upon certain Occafions ; I 
told my Siſter of it, and not without com- 
plaining, that my Brother was unkind, and 
did not love me; and that it looked to me, as 
HI pur him in Pain, even at the very Minute, 
that I was ſtudying the Means to pleaſe him, 
and trying to do the moſt affectionate Offices, 
I could, for him in his Illneſs. Upon this my 
Siſter aſſured me, that I was entirely miſtaken, 
that ſhe was certain of the contrary, and knew 
he had as true a Value and as great an Affecti- 
on for me, as my own Heart could wiſh. 
\ Theſe ſincere and tender Aſſurances of hers 
compoſed my Temper, and it was not long, 
before I had ſome Proofs of what ſhe faid : 
For an Occaſion preſenting it ſelf a little aſter- 
Words, which made me ſtand in Need of my 
Brother's Aſliſtance, he embraced that  oppor- 
tunity of ſerving me with ſo much Care and 
Tenderneſs, and gave me ſuch Earneſts of his 
Affection, that he leſt me no room to doubt, 
3 but 
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þut that he loved me to a very great Degree, 
I then attributed his cold manner of receiving 


the moſt officious and aſſiduous Acts of Kind- 
neſs, that I did, to Comfort him in his Ilinefs, 
to the Nature of his Diſtemper, and the Fret- 
fulneſs that attends Diſeaſe, and I was never 
able rightly to ſolve this Ænigma to my ſelf, 
till the very Day of his Deceaſe; at which 
time, a Perſon, who may be properly called 
one of the moſt conſiderable of his Acquain- 
tance, if we regard him, as we ought, accord- 
ing to the diſtinguiſhed Eminence of his Ge- 
nius and Piety, and with whom he had many 
long Conferences upon the Practice of Virtue, 
told me, that he had given him this particular 
Inſtruction among many others, that he ſhould 
never ſuffer any Body, be it who it would, 
to love him, ſo as to have any peculiar Attach» 
ment to his Perſon ; that it was a fault which 
Men had too little examined themſclves upon, 
becauſe they did not conceive how great might 
be the evil Effects ariſing from ſuch a Deport- 
- ment ; that it was a Point not ſufficiently con- 


hidercd, 
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Gdered, how by ſomenting and ſuffering ſuch 
Attachments to one's Perſon, a Man greatly 
occupied a Heart, that ought to be entirely 
dedicated to God alone; that it was commit- 
ting a Theft againſt Heaven, and robbing the 
Divine Being of that Thing, which was more 
precious to him, than all the Things of this 
Earth beſides, We found out afterwards, that 
this Principle had one of the foremoſt Places in 
his Heart; for, in order to keep it always before 
his Eyes, he had written it down with his own 


Hand upon a ſingle Veſſel of Paper by it ſelf 


in the following Words. Is js unjuſt to keep 
any Body attached to one's Perſon, although it 5s 
according to the Will and Deſire of the Party ſo to 
be; I ſhould deceive and betray thoſe People, in 
whoſe Hearts I ſhould cauſe ſuch a defire to ariſe, 
becauſe I am not the end of any created Being, nei- 
ther have I wc: Hithal to give them Satisfattion. 
Am 1 not upon the Point of Dying? And muſt 
not then the Objett of this Artachment . depart at 
ſhe ſame time? As I ſhould be culpable in ma- 
king: any. ane belive a Falſchoed, abhough I per- 
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ſnaded lim into it with all the Sofineſs imaginable, 
though 1 made him believe it with Pleaſure, and 
though I took a delight my ſelf in working, after 
ſuch a manner, upon his, Belief; ſo likewiſe am I 
gilty of 4 Fault, if I ende to make my ſelf 
the Object of other Men's Aﬀettions, and draw 
and win them over 10 an Attachment for me ; 1 
eug br. to advertiſe aud inform them, who 2would 
be ready to conſent to this lying Deceit, that they 
ought nut ta believe it, whatever Advantage might 
redownd to me from ſuch a Belief ; nay, by Right, 
I ſhudd even tell them very plainly, that they 
onght.not to be ſo cloſely attached to me, becauſe 
they are obliged in Conſcience to paſs their Days in 
che higheſt Love of the, ſupream Author of their 
Being, and to make it the prime and whole Care 
and Buſineſs of their Lives to pleaſe Cod, and ta 
ſeek, afier bim. . | | 

You here plainly perceive, after how excel- 
lent a Manner he grew his own Inſtructor, and 
how he ſo beautifully reduced theſe his Specula- 
tions into Practice, and with ſo much Nicety, 
that he deceived even me, who was always near 


him: 
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him: By theſe Actions, of which I could have 
formed no certain Judgment, if it had not been 
merely by this Accident ; a Perſon may partly 
guels at the Lights, which God Almighty was 
pleaſed to give him, in order for his attaining to 

the Perfection of a Life truly Chriſtian. 
So great was his Zeal for the Glory of God, 
that he could not endure to ſee it violated by 
any Body of what Diſtinction ſoever; it was 
this Diſpoſition which rendred him ſo loyally 
Zealous in the Service of the King, that, du- 
ring the publick Troubles and Commotions in 
Paris, he ſtood out gloriouſly obſtinate againſt 
the major Part of Mankind there, and ever af- 
terwards gave all the Reaſons, which were 
brought to extenuate the Crime of that Rebel 
lion, no better Names, than thoſe of coloura- 
ble Pretences and artful Evalions; and he would 
frequently alledge, that, in a State, which was 
eſtabliſhed for a Republique after the Form of 
the Yenctian Government, it was little leſs 
than a Capital Crime in any Body, who ſhould 
contribute towards placing a King at the Head 
| of 
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of it, and preſume upon oppreſling the Liberty 
of a People, whom God himſelf had made free; 
but then, ſaid he, on the other Hand, in 2 
State, where the Monarchical Power is eſtas 
bliſhed, one cannot violate the Reſpect and the 
Loyalty that is due to Majeſty, without be- 
ing guilty of a kind of Sacriledge ; becauſe, 
T hat is not only an Emblem of the Power of 
God; but even, as one may fay, a Participa- 
tion of the Divine Puiſſance, which it is im- 
poſſible to oppoſe, without viſibly reſiſting ar 
the ſame time the Ordination of the All-Higli, 
And that therefore no Writer can ſufficiently 
exaggerate the Enormity of that Crime, though 
he was even to omit mentioning a Civil War, 
with which it is generally accompanied, and 
which is always in it ſelf a Sin of the deepeſt 
atid blackeſt Die, that any Man can commit 
againſt the Charity, which is due to his Neigli- 
bour. This was a Maxim, which he ſo ſtrict- 
ly and fincerely obſerved, that, in thoſe trou- 
bleſome Times, he refuſed very conſiderable 


Advantages, rather than he would ſwerve from 


LS] 
it in the Jeaft. *T was a uſual Saying with him; 
That he had as great an Averſion to Sinning in 
that rebellious Way; as he had to turn Mur- 
derer and Aſſaſſin, or to rob upon the High- 
Ways, that there was nothing went ſo contrary 
to his natural Inclinations; and notwithſtanding 
the Advantages propounded to him, he never 
found within his Boſom the leaſt Temptation 
to accept then. 

Theſe were his Sentiments, with regard to 
the Loyalty due to his Prince; and he was ne- 
ver to be reconciled with thoſe, who ventured 
to argue on the Side of the contrary Party: 
And, what makes it plain, That this was not 
owing merely to Temper, or to his being Self= 
opinioned, is, that he always uſed a wonderful 
Sweetneſs of Behaviour towards thoſe People, 
who had only perſonally offended him : To 
ſpeak the Matter plain, he never made the leaſt 
Differetice between thoſe and other People; and 
he ſo entirely forgot every Thing, that regarded 
nothing but his own Perſon, that it was really 
Difficult ro make him remember any Injury of 
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that Kind, without dwelling upon Circum- 
ſtances. And when ſome People have won- 
dered at his Conduct, he has faid ; pray don't 
be at all amazed at it; it is really no Virtue 
in me, tis down-right perfect Forgetfulneſs, 
and I remember little or nothing of the Matter. 
Thus it is moſt cvidently Apparent, that what- 
ever Tranſgreſſions againſt him were really per- 
ſonal, muſt never have made any very deep Im- 
preſſions in the Mind of a Man, who could fo 
eaſily forget them : For he was by Nature en- 
dowed with an excellent Memory; inſomuch 
that he has frequently owned himſelf, that he 
never forgot any Thing, which he had a Mind 
to retain. | 

He reſerved this Sweetneſs of Temper to- 
wards Perſons, who diſobliged him, even to the 
haſt ; for but a little while before his Death, 
having been very Ill uſed (in a Point which 
touched him nearly) by a Perſon, who had 
many and great Obligations to him, and being 
at the ſame Time obliged to receive ſome Ser- 


vices at her Hands, he thank't her even to zn 
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exceſſive Degree of Civility. Tas impoſſi- 
ble he ſhould have done this out of mere For- 
getfulneſs, becauſe the Affront and the Obliga- 
tion came together: It could be nothing but 
the pure Effect of his good Nature, it muſt have 
proceeded entirely from thence, and from his 
Backwardneſs to reſent any 3 which 
were only Perſonal. 

All theſe gentle Inclinations of his, which 1 
have remarked with ſo many Peculiarities be- 
longing to him, will appear to a much greater 
Advantage, tho in Miniature, by a little 
Picture which he has given us of himſelf, on a 
ſmall Piece of Paper, written by his own Hand, 
in the following Words. 

I love Poverty, becauſe our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
loved it; I love Wealth, becauſe it puts one in 4 
IWay of aſſiſting the wretched and the miſerable. 
Theep Credit ith all the World ; I return not Evil 
to thoſe, that do Evil to me; but I wiſh them a 
Condition equal to my own, in which one receives 
neither much Harm, nor Good, from the Generali- 
ty of Mankind. I malę it my Endeavour ahrays to 
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be true, ſincere, and faithful to all Men; and I 
have a Tenderneſs of Heart for al! thoſe, ahm 
God has been pleaſed to join with me in a ſtricter 
Alliance; aud whether I be privately by my ſelf 
alone, or publickly expoſed to the View of Man- 
kind, I, in all my Actions, place God Almighty 
before mine Eyes, who is to judge them, and 10 
ahm I conſecrate them all. Theſe are the ſin- 
cere Sentiments of my Soul, and I will, all the 
Days of my Life, bleſs my Redeemer, who has in- 
ſpired me ith thoſe Sentiments, and who, from 
being a Man full of Weakneſs, Miſery, Concupi- 
cenſe, Pride, and Ambition, hath made me a Man 
exempt from all theſe Evils, by the efficacious Pow- 
er of his Grace, to which I acknowledge all Things 
to be due, baving nothing of my ſelf but Wretch- 
edneſs and Woe. | | | 
He has thus given us a true Picture of him- 
ſelf. and let us ſee, how, by having continually 
beſore his Eyes, the Paths, through which the 
| Almighty was pleaſed to conduct him, he ne- 
ver turned his Fect awry ſrom tlie Heavenly 
Road. Theſe extraordinary Lights joined with 
the 


1 
the Greatneſs of his Genius, were no Obſta- 
cles at all to that wonderful Simplicity, which 
appeared through the whole Courſe of his Days, 
and which made him punctual in all the Practi- 
ces of Life, that regard our Holy Religion : 
He had a ſenſible Affection for all the Divine 
Works of the Royal Fſalmiſt, but particularly 
for the 118th Pſalm, in which he found fo 
many Things ſo exquiſitely beautiful, that he 
took a particular Delight in repeating them, 
When he was diſcourſing with his Friends a- 
bout the Variety of Excellencies to be met with 
in that ſublime Poem; he ſeemed to be ſome- 
thing more than himſelf, and was tranſported, 
as it were, into a kind of Extaſy : His Medi- 
tations upon theſe exalted Writings, gave him 
ſo quick and ſo lively a Senſe of all the Ways 
and Means, by which we endeavour to pay 
Homage to the Divine Being, that there was 
not ſo much as a ſingle one, which he * 
by unheeded or neglected. 

This extraggdinary Simplicity appeared moſt 
eminently conſpicuous in him, whenever he was 
ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking either of God, or of himſelf; inſo- 
much, that the Evening before his Death, an 
Eccleſiaſtick, who was a Man ſignalized for 
his Wiſdom and Virtue, coming to ſec him, 
according as he himſelf had deſired, after ha- 
ving made an Hour's Stay with him, went 
away ſo pleaſed, and fo edified, that he ſaid to 
me : Go, Go, and be of good Comfort ; if God 
calls him, you have good Reaſon to thank him for 
the Favours, he hath ſo abundantly beſtowed upon 
your Brother I have always ſtood in Admiration 
of many great Qualities, that were more conſpicu- 
ous in him. But I never remarked before, that 
beautiful Simplicity, which I have juſt now been 
an Eye-witneſs of; that is indeed an incomparable 
Qualification, when it is met with in a Genius like 
his ; I could wiſh with all my Heart, that his 
Caſe was to be my own, and that I might depart 
after ſo edifying a manner in his room. It was 
this remarkable Simplicity of his, which drew 
that beautiful Saying from the eloquent Mouth 
of a Perſon very eminent for Leaning and Vir- 
tue, iz. That the Grace of God makes it elf 


known 


[71 ] 
known in Men of great Genius, by little Things; 
ard in Men of little Underſtanding , by the 
greateſt, 

The Reverend Curate of St. Stephens, who 
viſited him, during the whole Courſe of his 
Illneſs, made the fame Obſervation, and had 
this Expreſſion continually in his Mouth: Tis 
a perfect innocent Child, he is humble, he is 
ſubmiſſive; juſt like ſome toward and harmleſs 
Infant. Twas this Simplicity, that gave us 
room to uſe the Freedom of telling him his 
Faults, and he would give Ear, and yield to 
the Admonitions we gave him, without ſhew- 
ing the leaſt Repugnance. His extream Viva- 
city of Spirit, would indeed make him now 
and then ſo impatient, that it was pretty hard 
to pleaſe him; but the Inſtant he was told of 
it, or perceived of his own ſelf, that he had 
put any Body out of Humour by thoſe little 
Fits of Peeviſhneſs, he made immediate Repa- 
ration; he would put on ſuch a gentle and 
ſweet Deportment, he would ſtudy afterwards 
to do ſo many good-natured and obliging Acti- 
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ons, that he never loſt any Body's Friendſhip 
on that ſcore. I endeavour to be as ſhort iti 
my Account of. him as I can ; otherwiſe I 
ſhould have many Particulars to recite uport 
every little Paſſage that T have mentioned; but 
as I have not a Mind to extend the Subject to 
any Length, I come now to his laſt Sicknels. 

It began by a ſtrange Loathing of all Eata- 
bles whatever, that ſeized him about two 
Months before his Death : His Phyſician ad- 
viſcd him to abſtain from all ſolid and ſubſtan- 
tial Food, and to Purge throughly : While he 
was in this Condition, he did a very remarka- 
ble A& of Charity. He took a good Man, 
and his Wife, and all their Family into his 
Houſe, allotted them an Apartment, found 
them with Firing ; and all this out of pure 
Goodneſs, for he had no other Advantage in 
it, but that (if that be an Advantage to a Man 
who was in love with Solitude) of not being 
alone in a Houſe by himſelf This good Man 
had a Son that happened quickly aſter to fall III 
of the Small-Pox, and my 'Brother who want- 
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cd my Aſſiſtance, feared 1 ſhould be under ſome 
| Apprehenſtons of coming there upon Account 
of my Children. This obliged him to get our 
of the way of the Infection: But as he was a- 
fraid that the ſick Boy could not be removed in 
ſuch a Condition without ſome Danger, he 
choſe rather to go our of his own Houſe, tho? 
he was then very much indiſpoſed himſelf ; for 
ſays he, there is much leſs Danger in my chang- 
ing Lodgings, and thercfore I am the Perſon 
that ought to quit them. Accordingly he 
went out of his Houſe on the 29th of June, 
and came to live with me, or rather to Die 
with me; for, alas! he was never more to en- 
ter his own Doors; within three Days after 
he came to me, he was ſeized with a violent 
Cholick, that entirely deprived him of the Be- 
nefit of Sleep. But as he had a ſtrong Spirit, 
and a couragious Heart, he endured his Pains 
with wonderful. Patience. He did not fail of 
riſing out of Bed every Day, and taking his 
Medicines his own ſelf, and would not ſuffer 
any Body to do the leaſt Thing about him ; 
L | the 
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the Phyſicians that had him under their Hands, 
ſaw that his Pains were grown to a conſiderable 
Height, but becauſe he had a good and regular 
Pulſe, without ſhewing the leaſt Alteration or 
Appearance of a Fever ; they warranted him 
out of all Danger, and theſe too I remember 
were their Words : T here is not ſo much as the 
leaſt Shadow of Danger in the Caſe. Notwith- 
ſanding all their Talk, he finding his Pains 
continue upon him, and that he grew daily 
weaker and weaker for want of Sleep; as ſoon | 
as the fourth Day came, and before he took to 
his Bed, he ſent for the Curate to come to 
him, and made his Confeſſion : This raiſed a 
mighty Noiſe and Buſſle among his Friends, 
and brought ſome of them in great Frights and 
Terrors to viſit him; and the Phyſicians them- 
ſelves were under ſuch a ſurprize, that they 
could not help ſhewing it. 

My Brother perceiving the Commotion that 
this Proceeding of his had cauſed, was a little 
concerned at it; and he faid to me, I had 4 
Mind to take the Holy Communion, but ſince 
I. ſee 
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T fee every Body is ſo ſurprized. at my going 
to Confeſſion, I am afraid it would but make 
the ſurprize the greater. This is, I think, a 
Reaſon, why it is better to defer it, and the 
Curate being of the ſame Opinion, it was de- 


ferred accordingly. Mean while his Pains con- 
tinued, and as the Curate came to viſit him 
from time to time, he would never loſe one of 
thoſe Occaſions of going to Confeſſion. But 
not a Word was ſaid of it, for ſear of alarm- 
ing the People, becauſe the Phyſicians gave us 
daily freſh Aſſurances, that there was no Dan- 
ger at all in his Sickneſs ; in Effect his Pains 
did diminiſh a little, and he began again to be 
able to get up and walk about his Chamber, 
however, they never quitted him entirely, and 
ſometimes they would return with all their 
former Violence; ſo that he ſell away, and 
grew mighty lean and meagre: But theſe Signs 
put the Doctors under no Apprehenſions: 
But, let them ſay what they would, he always 
inſiſted upon it, that his Life was in a dange- 
rous Condition, and never once failed confeſ- 
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ſing himſelf in all the Times the Curate came 
to ſee him. Then he made his Will, in which 
the Poor were not forgotten; he acted a Vio- 
lence upon his own good Nature, in reſtrain- 
ing himſelf from giving away more to them. 
For he told me, that had Monſicur Pericr been 
at Paris, and would have conſented to it, he 
would have diſpoſed of all his Effects in Fa- 
vour of the Poor; and in Truth nothing elſe 
was in his Head or Heart fo much as fayouring 
the Poor, and he would ſometimes hreak into 
theſe and the like Expreſſions. How comes it 
that I have never done any Thing for the Poor, 
though I had always ſo great an Affection for them? 
My Anſwer to him was, that he never was a 
Perſon of ſufficient Subſtance and Ability to 
give them any extraordinary Aſſiſtances; and 
he replied, Since I had not Plenty enough to give 
them any great Matters, I ought to have given 
them my T ime and my Pains, and that is what [ 
have been deſective in; aud if what the Dottors 
ſay prove true, and Cod once more raiſes me from 


this fil Bed, and reſtores' me to my Health, I 
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firmly reſolve to have no other Employmest, 10 
other Buſmeſs whatſoever, during the whole Courſe 
of my Life, but that of ſerving the Poor : Thele 
were the Sentiments of his Soul at that time, 
when God thought it proper to call for him. 

All the time of this his laſt Sickneſs, he 
joined to this ardent Charity ſuch a wonderful 
Stock of Patience, that he edified and ſurprized 
all thoſe, who were about him, and he would 
ſay to them, who appeared to be uneaſy and 
concerned, to ſee the hard Condition he lay un- 
der ; That for his Share he had not the leaſt Une 
eaſmeſs about it, and if he had any Apprehenſion 
non him at all, it was that be feared he ſhould 
be made a Cure of : And when he was asked the 
Reaſon of it, he replied, The Reaſon is, becauſe 
J know the Dangers of Health, and the Advan- 
tages of Sickneſs. Then again, when his Pains 
were at the ſtrongeſt, and his Friends ſtood 
weeping around to behold him in ſuch vio- 
lent Agonics, he would expreſs himſelf thus: 
Don't lament me at this rate, Sicknels is the na- 


tural State of Chriſtians, because one is by that 
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means, what one ahvays ought to be, ſuffering in 
the midſt of Evils and Adverſity, and deſtitute of 
all the good T hings of Profperity, deprived of all 
that adminiſters Pleaſure and Gratification ro the 
Senſes, exempt from all the Paſſions, that are apt 
to accompany one through the Roa of Liſe, void 
of Ambition, free from Avarice, and placing one's 
Actention continually upon Death. And is it 
not thus that Chnitians oxght to paſs their Lives? 
Is it not a ſmgular Happineſs, when a Alan finds 
him lf forced by Veceſſity into that State of Life, 
which he would otherwiſe be obliged in Conſcience 
10 choſe of his own Accord? When he finds that 
be has nothing more to do than humbly and peace- 
ably to ſubmit. For this Reaſon I have no other 
T hing to requeſt of jou, but that you would prefer 
your Prayers to the Almighty, that he would be- 
ftow his Grace upon me. Behold with what fort 
of Spirit he endured all his Miſeries. 

He was extreamly deſirous of receiving the 
Communion, bur the Phyſicians oppoſed him 
in that Point, alledging, that he could not do 
it Faſting, unleſs it was in the Night- time, 

and 
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and that was judged improper, except in Caſes of 
abſolute Neceſſity. For who ever takes the Holy 
Communion by way of Fiaticam, ſhould firſt 


appear to be in imminent Danger of Death; and 
no ſuch Symptoms appearing in him, they 
could not give him any ſuch Advice. Thijs 
nettled him a little, but he was obliged t 
yield up the Point. Mean while his Choli 
continuing upon him without any Intermiſſi- 
on, they preſcribed to him drinking the Wa- 
ters, Which had indeed a good Effect, and gave 
him a great deal of Eaſe and Comſort: But 
on the ſixth of Auguſt he was taken with a 
prodigious Deafneſs and Dizzinefs, joined with 
an intolerable Pain in the Head, and though 
the Doctors made little Matter of Wonder at 
it, and aſſured him it was nothing but a F4- 
pour cauſed by the Haters, yet he would go to 
Confeſſion, and begged with the greateſt Ve- 
hemence, that could be, to have the Holy Sa- 
crament adminiſtred to him, and beſeeched (in 
the Name of God) that ſome Method might 


be found out to remove theſe Inconveniencies, 
which 
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which they had objected to him 'till then, and 
for this he preſſed ſo eagerly, that one, who 
was by, reproached him for his Impaticnce, and 
told him he ought to yield to the Opinion of 
his Friends, that he was altered much for the 
better, and had but very flight Symptoms of 
the Cholick remaining, and that as he was trou- 
bled with no more than a mere Vapour ariſing 
from the Waters, it was by no means a rea- 
ſonable Requeſt ro have the Holy Sacrament 
brought to him; and *twould be much better 
to defer Receiving it, till he could receive it 
at Church: To this he replied, alas! no Bo- 
dy is ſenſible of my Miſery, for no Body feels 
the Pain I feel, and they will find themſelves 
very much deceived in their Opinion at the 
end ; the Pain which I have in my Head is not 
common, but has in it ſomething very extra- 
ordinary: However, finding that he had met 
with ſo great Oppoſition in what he deſired, 
he forbore ſpeaking any further about it; But, 
he ſaid, /iuce they will not grant me this Favour, 
I have a great Mind to ſupply the want of it by 
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doing ſome good Work, and ſince I cannot com- 
municate with Chriſt himſelf the Head, I would 
however communicate with him through his Mem- 
bers, and for that end I have thought, of having one 
of the ſick. Poor brought hither, and that he ſhould 
have the ſame Attendance as I have ; that he ſhould . 
have one purpoſely to Nurſe and Watch him, and 
in fine, that there ſhould not be the leaſt diffe= 
rence made berween him and me : For I would 
fain have this Conſolation, to know there is at leaſt 
one poor Body as well taken Care of as my ſelf, 
amidſt the Confuſion, which I ſuffer, from behold- 
ing my ſelf ſurrounded with a Plenty and Abun- 
dance of all Things. For when I conſider, that 
at the very ſame Moment, I am ſo well provided 
for, there is an infinite Number of Poor, ho are 
more Sick, than I am, and who want the very 
T hings the moſt abſolutely neceſſary for them ; 
That Thought, That Reflection gives me ſuch 
Pain, ſuch Uneaſmeſs, as I am not able to ſup- 
port; and therefore let me beg ye, to go to the 
Curate, and deſire him to convey a ſick Perſon his 
ther for that Purpoſe, 

M I that 
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T chat Inſtant diſpatched a Meſſenger to the 
Curate, who ſent me back Word, he had no 
Body under his Care, that was in a Condition 
of being removed; but that he would give 
my Brother as ſoon as ever he was well, an 
opportunity of exerciſing his Charity, by charg- 
ing himſelf with an old Man, and taking Care 
of him during the Remainder of his Life; 
for the Curate all this time was not in the leaſt 
doubt about his Recovery. 

When he ſaw he could not have a poor 
Man in his Houſe with him, he begged the 
Favour of me that IJ would let him be carried 
to the Hoſpital of Incurables, becauſe he had 
a great and ardent Deſire to die in the Com- 
pany of the Poor. I told him the Phyſicians 
thought it by no Means proper to remove 
him, conſidering the Condition he was in. 
This went very much againſt his Heart, and 
he made me ſolemnly promiſe him, that as 
ſoon as he had any Relaxation from his Pains, 

and became a little better, I would procure him 
the Satisfaction he ſo much covered. 


Mean 
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Mean while this Pain in the Head encrea- 
ſing upon him, he always bore that, as he did 
all the other Ills, that afflicted him, (that is 
to fay,) without making one Syllable of a Com- 
plaint; and one time above all the reſt, when 
his Pains were at the Height, which happened 
to be on the 17th of Auguſt, he deſired that I 
would have a Conſultation of Phyſicians, bur 
ſcarce had the Words dropt from his Mouth, 
but he ſcrupled what he faid, and then thus 
he proceeded : I fear there is a little too much 
Ceremony, a little too much of the Love of 
Life in this Requeſt ; however, I ſhall not re- 
cede from it : Accordingly the Phyſicians mer, 
and preſcribed him to drink Whey, {till aſſu- 
ring him, that he was in no manner of Danger, 
and that his Illneſs was no more than a Megrim 
in the Head, joined with a few Vapours which 
the Waters cauſed ; but notwithſtanding all that 
they could fay, he never gave the leaſt Credit 
to them, and deſired me to get an Eccleſia- 
Nick to ſtay up that Night with him, and for 
my own part I found him fo very Ill, that I 
A 2 * 
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gave private Orders for Wax-candles, and all 
other Things to be got in a Readineſs, in or- 
der for adminiſtring to him the Holy Commu- 

nion the next Morning. | 
Theſe Preparations were not at all unſes- 
ſonable, nay, we found our ſelves in need of 
them much ſooner than we expected, becauſe 
about the middle of the Night he was ſeized 
with ſuch a violent Convulſion, that as ſoon 
as it was paſt, we gave him over for dead; and 
we had this extream Diſſatisfaction above all 
our other Sorrows of beholding him, as we 
thought, dic without the Sacrament, after ha- 
ving ſo frequently and fo earneſtly deſired it: 
But the Almighty who was pleaſed to favour 
ſo. juſt and fo fervent a deſire, ſuſpended as it 
were by Miracle that Convulſion, reſtored him 
entirely to as ſound Reaſon and Judgment, as 
ever he enjoyed in full and perfect Health; 
the Curate as ſoon as he entered rhe Room 
with the Holy Sacrament, cried out to him, 
| Behold here is he, whom you have ſo much de- 
fired. Theſe Words perfeftly awakened him, 
and 
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and as the Curate approached nearer to give 
him the Communion, he made a ſtrong Ef- 
fort, and without any Help lifted himſelf half 
way up in the Bcd, in order to receive it with 
the greater Reſpect and Reverence : And the 
Curate having examined him according to Cu- 
ſtom, as to his Bclicf of the principal Myſte- 
ries of the Faith; he anſwered very diſtinctly, 
Yes, Sir; 1 do verily believe them all from the 
bottom of my Heart and Soul. Then he recei- 


ved the Holy Viaticum, with ſo tender a Senſe. 


of what he was about, that he ſhed Tears ve- 
ry plentifully all the time, ſtill anſwering eve- 
ry now and then, 7 do heartily than you Mr. 
Curate ; and when he wiſhed him the laſt Bleſ- 
ſing, he faid, Aaay the all gracions God never 
forſake me: And theſe were (as J may lay) 
his laſt Words; for after having made his 
Thankſgiving, he was the next Moment ſeiz- 
ed again with his Convulſions, which never 


after quitted him, nor allowed him one Mo- 
ment's Liberty of Thought, they continued 
ſtrong upon him till he expired, and he ex- 


pired 
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pired within four and twenty Hours afterwards 
on the 19th of Auguſt 1662, at One of the 
Clock in the Morning, Aged thirty-nine Years 
and two Months. | 


1 


DOT LES S 


75 
1 
2 1 8 7 7 887525 
TY HK 
COMPARISON 
BETWEEN 
FC US 
AND 


Monſicur Paſcal. 


I the Parallels of Plurarch ſeem 
„ SA Lame in Reſpect to that which 
runs between the two Chriſtian 
= Heroes, I build my Compariſon 
upon. Picus indeed had the Advantage of Pf 


cal in his Birth, yet Paſcal was of an ancient 
Family, 
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Family, and Born to a plentiful Fortune; ſo 
that neither of them wanted the Means of in- 
dulging that Turn in Nature, which they had 
to Knowledge. They both promiſed great 
Things as ſoon as they came to the Uſe of Rea- 
ſon, and were very early Authors. 


Paſcal wrote an excellent Treatiſe upon Sounds 
at twelve Years of Age, and at ſixteen, another 
upon Coniques, which was clteemed the moſt 
perfect that had appeared ſince the Time of 
Archimedes; and Picus, at ſixteen, contracted 
the whole Senſe of a very large Book of the 
Decretals in the Canon Law, which the World 
received for the beſt Thing it had enjoyed of 


the Kind. Picus had but little of the Schools, 
and was his own Maſter in almoſt all that ever 


he learned. Paſcal never was in the Schools, 
and was his own Maſter in all that he knew, 
excepting the Rudiments his Father gave him 
at his ſetting out for a Man of Letters. Picus 
challenged the whole World, in Philoſophy and 
Divinity, before his twentieth Year, and 'twas 

thought 
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thought would have appeared more learned than 
any one Man then in being, if the Experi- 
ment had been tried; and the Father of Paſcal, 
his only Maſter, and a Man of Figure among the 
Learned, became the Scholar of his Son beſore he 
was Twenty. The Memories of both were ſuch, 
as were hardly ever enjoyed by any other, and, 
though the Memory and Underſtanding are 
naturally Dependant of very different Tempe- 
raments of Brain, yet was it their Happineſs, 
and only theirs, to enjoy as great a Superiori- 
ty of Judgment as Memory. They were 
both Laymen, and refuſed Matrimony, as an 
Impediment to thoſe Abſtractions, by which 
they hoped to force their Way to Heavens 
Picus ſtood in the ſtrongeſt Point of Lighs 
among the Learned, and the Pious in /raly, as 
did Paſcal in France. Indeed the Vanity and 
Vices of Picus, when very Young, did not ap- 
pear in Paſcal; but he was ſo ſar ſunk in Diſ- 
quiſitions, purely Humane, that he had very 


little Regard to the practical Part of Religion 
till his tw-enty- ſourth Vear, in which, by an 
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Application to Books, he was convinced of 
the Neceſſity of being a Practical as well as a 
Speculative Chriſtian 3 and, from that Time, 
reduced his Speculations to Prattice, and became 
as Conſpicrons for Devotion, as he had been be- 
fore for Learning, and gave no further Applica- 
tion to Humane Studics, but retired, like Picus, 
after his Diſgrace in Rome, and. paſs'd the reſt 
of his Days in a pious Solitude. Picus and 
Paſcal were both reſorted to, in their reſpective 
Ages and Countrics, as the orcareſt Lights of 
their Time. They never concerned themſelves 
with the Queſtions and Intricacies of the 
Schools, after they became the Votaries of Jc. 
ſus Chriſt ; but endeavoured to Model their 
Lives by His. They had both a Tenderneſs 
and Compaſſion for the Poor, that engaged them 
in Charities, which deprived them of their ve- 
ry Utenſils ; and all they poſleſſed, excepting 


what in Juſtice ſhould devolve upon the next 
in Blood, 


They 


41 ma: 
They were both Diſciples of St. Thomas, 
and preferred his Syſtem to all others. The 


Sacred Writings were their Books of conſtant 
Reading, in which they were very perfect, as 
well in the Divine, the Moral, and myſtical 
Parts, as in the Hiſtorical, all which is ſuffici- 
ently Evidenced in their Works now Extant. 
They ſeemed equal in their Affections for Re- 
tirement, and, though they were in the World, 
lived, as if they were not, of it. They ſeemed 
to have an equal Averſion to the ſplendid Part 
of Life, and declined the great Employments, 
of which they were thought worthy both in 
Church and State. They loved the Poor, and 
ſolicited for the Spirit of Poverty, as if they 
thought it an Unhappineſs, that Providence did 
not caſt their Lots in harder Circumſtances, to 
give them grearer Occaſions of exerciſing its 
In the Entertainment of their Bodics, they 
carefully avoided every Thing, that tended to 
their Eaſe, and that was not of abſolute Neceſ- 
ſity to the Support of Life and Health ; and 
Paſcal lived, as if the Life of Picus had been 


N 2. his 


[=] 
his Lu. They ſeemed equally laborious, and 
poſſeſſed of an equal Courage and Reſolution 
in the Reformation of Manners. Paſcal, in- 
feed, is charged, by ſome, with Prejudice and 
Inſmcerity in ſome Steps he took in that Way, - 
and is vindicated by others ; but whether he re- 
ceived a Prejudice in Education, or otherwiſe, 
that occaſioned Miſtales, in his Party-Labours, 
I am #nable to determine; but as it is not an 
Article of my Duty to be of a Party, in Things 
above my Knowledge, I hope it will not be 
required, that 7 either cenſure or approve his 
Works in that Ma; but, to cloſe my Parallel, 
I think, 1 may ſecurely (and hope, without Of 
fence) ſay, that the tuo great Men, I run it 
between, were ſo diſpoſed, as if the Soul of 
Picus had informed the Body of Paſcal. 
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